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TO THE 


Honourable and Reverend 
George Talbot, L. L. D. 


VICE PRESIDENT 


INFIRMARY at GLOUCESTER. 


Reverend Sir, 
M* ST of the following 
1 caſes having been col- 
lected during my fix years 
attendance upon the Glouceſter 
Infirmary, I know of no one to 
a 2 whom 
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whom I can with fo much 
propriety addreſs them, as to 
the ſurvivor of the three emi- 
nent perſons, who zealoully 
exerted themſelves in the 


eſtabliſhment of that Aal 
_ 


The activity, and aſſiduity 
of his excellency Lord Bote- 
tourt, together with his un— 
bounded liberality (part of 
which only makes a very con- 
ſiderable figure in the table of 
benefactors to the hoſpital) 
ſhew the goodnels of his heart, 

and 
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and mark the ſhare he had in 
promoting ſo charitable an 
undertaking. 


A 


IO the Right Reverend 
Martin Benſon, Lord Biſhop 
of Glouceſter at the time of its 
inſtitution, the infirmary ſtands 
in a great meaſure indebted 
for its excellent rules and or- 
ders, as well as for ſeveral 
conſiderable benefactions. 


By mentioning the aſſiſtance 
you gave upon this occaſion, I 
am ſenſible I ſhould offend 


your 
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your modeſty, equally conſpi- 


cuous with the goodneſs of 


your heart. I cannot how- 
ever pals over one circum- 
ſtance in your conduct, which 
I am confident you will ex- 


cuſe, becauſe it may prove an 
example to others, I mean 


your attendance 1 upon the four 
general quarterly courts; from 
which duty nothing but abſo- 


lute neceſſity ever detains you. 


I hope the advantage of 
ſuch attendance will never be 
known by bad conſequences 


ariſing 
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ariſing from your abſence, 


eſpecially as Dr. Stonehoule, 


being well acquainted with 
the nature of hoſpitals, in his 
ſermon preached at the laſt 
anniverſary meeting of that in 
Saliſbury ſays, * It is evident 
from facts, that all charities 
© of this kind have flouriſhed, 


* or declined, in proportion as 


the governors have given 
* their perſonal attendance, or 
* not. 


That you may long con- 
tinue a friend, and protector 


of 
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of the Glouceſter infirmary, 


an ornament to your profel- 


ſion, and an example of pub- 
lic, and private virtue to the 
world, is the ſincere wiſh of 


all that know you, as well as 
of one, who is 


With the greateſt reſpef, 
SI R, 


Your moſt obedient, 


BATH, 
APRIL 24, 1772. 


Humble Servant, 


DANIEL LYSONS. 
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PRE FAC E. 


" IBSERVATIONS upon diſ- 


= eaſes, and the effects of me- 


dicines are generally allowed to 
have laid the firſt foundation of 
the art of Phyſic. We are told 
by the moſt ancient authors who 
have wrote upon this ſubject that 
the Babylonians, and Egyptians 
uſed to carry their ſick into the 


ſtreets in order to aſk advice from 


{ſuch paſſengers as had happened 
to have ſeen others aftected in the 
b ſame 
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ſame manner. If the patients ſur- 
vived an account of the ſymp- 
toms, and the medicines uſed for 


their recovery, were recorded to 


poſterity, by being engraven upon 
tables of ſtone, and placed in the 


temple of AÆſculapius. And from 
a collection of ſuch materials was 


the firſt ſyſtem of Phyſic formed. 


As men carried their enquiries 
farther, and began to ſearch for 
the ſeat of diſeaſes by diſſection, 
new lights were thrown upon the 
medical art; and new theories 
were ſtarted, according to the diſ- 


| poſition, and ingenuity of the pro- 
fefſor. But it is to be remarked, 
that 
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that from the firſt dawning of 
Phyſic as a ſcience, even to the 
preſent time, no theory could 
ever maintain its ground, except it 
was ſupported by juſt and accurate 
oblervations faithfully related. To 
be convinced of this, we need look 
no farther back than to the ac- 
counts we have of the different 
kinds of treatment the ſmall-pox 
has undergone at difterent times, 
and the various ſucceſs attending 
them. 


It was the opinion of phyſicians 
formerly, that as much as poſſible 
of the variolous matter ſhould be 
thrown out upon the external 

Ci” parts, 
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parts, ſince any of it remaining in 


the habit might taint the whole 


maſs of humours, and endanger 


life. Upon this principle cordial 


medicines were preſcribed, a warm 


regimen of diet directed, and the 
patient ordered to be kept in bed, 


well covered with cloaths, and ſe- 


cured from the air. Neither were 


any opening medicines ſuffered to 


be given until the Fever ſubſided ; 
leaſt nature might be hindered in 
her endeavours to expel the mor- 


bific matter by the pores of the 


Kin. 


Sydenham, by experience per- 


eeiving the evil tendency of this 


doctrine, 
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doctrine, ordered his patients to 


be kept cool, and even to be taken 


out of their beds, and expoſed to 
the air every day; not only to 
cool their highly enflamed bodies, 
but alſo with a view to promote 
the ſecretion of urine. _ 


Doctor Friend likewiſe added 


to the eſtabliſhment of the cooling 


method, by ordering purges in 
the ſmall-pox ſooner than they had 


formerly been uſed. But what 


contributed moſtly to deſtroy the 


hot regimen was the number of 


caſes publiſhed by Friend, which 
carried conviction with them 
againſt the obſtinacy, and perverſe- 


neſs. 
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neſs, of his opponents, although 
very conſiderable in their pro- 
feſſion, and much prejudiced in 
their opinions, againſt his practice. 
And upon this occaſion he lays 
down the ufeful maxim I have 
choſen as a motto. to my title 


page. That the theories even of 


the moſt celebrated phyſicians are 
not readily to be admitted as true, 
until confirmed by manifold ex- 
perience. 


As experience in Phyſic contri- 
butes ſo much either to confirm, 
and eſtabliſh a theory if true, or 
to ſet it aſide if erroneous, I can- 


not but look wren my time as uſe- 


fully 
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fully employed whilſt I attempt to 
deſcribe ſuch caſes in the practice 
of my profeſſion as have appeared 


to me uncommon, or where par- 
ticular medicines have been at- 


tended with any remarkable good, 
or bad ſucceſs. | 


Upon this principle I have laid 
together the following ſheets. But 


I have alſo another view in this 


publication, namely, that having 
removed my reſidence from Glou- 


ceſter to Bath, I think I cannot 


make a better return to the go- 
vernors of the Glouceſter infir- 
mary, who entruſted that hoſpital 
to my ſole care, than to make 


public 
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public any uncommon inſtances of 


ſucceſs in practice that fell under 
my inſpection whilſt I attended 
that charitable inſtitution : by 


which if the bounds of Phyſic 
ſhould be neither enlarged, nor 


ſecured, I ſhall at leaſt enjoy the 


ſatisfaction of having diſcharged a 


debt of gratitude. 
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Formule Medicamentorum. 


| No. I. ' 
Pulvis Febrifugus. {1 
R. Cort. peruvian. pulv. zi. 
Rad. ſerpentar. virginian. 3s. miſce. 
Sumat Ju, vel zi. 4ta. quaque hora. 


| 5": WG KV 
Electarium Febrifugum. | | 
R. Pulv. febrifug. Zi. 8 


Syrup. e cort. aurant. ziii. m. 
Sumat zii. ta. quaque hora. 


n an 


No. III. 
Electarium Peruvuianum. 


R. Cort. peruvian. pulv. Z1. 


Syrup. ſimp. Ziii. fiat electarium. 
Sumat zii. 2da. quaque hora. 


AM n 


No. IV. Re l 
Electarium Aromaticum. | 


R. Nucis mofchatce leviter torrefact. | 
Pulv. e bolo comp. cum, opio ana 31. 
+ Crete 


— 


— — — ang 


— —U—ä—— 7 


OO Tow) 


xx Formule Medicamentorum. 


Crete alb. ppt. zl. 
Syrup. ſimp. q. 1. fiat electarium. 
Sumat 31 ter die cum decocto albo. 


e 
Miſtura aftringens. 


R. Pulv. e bolo comp. cum opio ziſs. 
Julep. cardiac. Zvin. m. 


Sumat cochl. ii, poſt ſing. ſedes liquidas. 


„„ 
Electarium Millepedatum. 
R. Milleped. viv. Q. V. 


Mellis Q. S. ut hat electarium. 
Sumat i. bis ns | 


Ns: VII. 
Pilulæ Martiales. 


Sal martis ana p. æ. 
E fing. gi. fiant pil. iv. omni nocte ſumendæ. 


r 
Hauſtus Solutivus. 
R. Infus. lenitiv. Jiii. 
Sal. glauber. 
Syrup. roſar. ſolutiv. 


Tinct. ſenæ ana zii. fiat hauſtus 
Sumendus bis in 7. na. 
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Formulae Medicamentorum. xxi 


No. IX. 
Infuſum Lenitivum. 


R. Infus. ſenæ commun. Zi. 


Mannæ Ji. 
Ag. fem. carui zii. m. 
Sumend. bis in 7. na. 
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No. X. 
Miſtura Cardiaca. 
R. Aq. alexeter. ſimp. Zv. 
Spirituoſ. zi. 


Confect. cardiac. zi. m. 
Doſis fit cohl. iii. ter die. 


No. XI. 


Pilula Afthmatice. 
R. Rad. ſcill. ficcat. et pulv. zi. 


Gum. Ammon. pulv. zii. 


Balſ. ſulph. ſimp. q. ſ. f. pil. 72. ſumat iv. 
bis die. 


No. XII. 
Lohoc. 


R. Sperm. ceti. 


Conſ. roſar. rubr. ana 306. 


Syrup. pectoral. q: ſ. f. loboc. 
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xxii . Formula Medicamentorum. 


No. XIII. 


Eleftarmum Sulphuratum. 


R. Elect. lenitiv. 
Flor. ſulph. lot. ana Zi. 
Symp. roſar. ſolut. q. ſ. f. electarium. 


Sumat zi. bis die. 


No. XIV. 


_ Fulepum Volatile. 
R. Aq. alexeter. ſimp. 3v. 
Spirituoſ. zi. 
Sacchar. alh. Zils 


Spirit. corn. cerv. volat. ii. m. 
Addendo nitri zifs. 

Vel ol. olivar. Zu. fit. 

Julepum volatile cum nitro. 


Vel oleo. 
Cochl. iv.  ſumenda ter die. 


- No. NV. 
Bolus ad Diarrheam. 
R. Rad. rhabarb. pulv. gr. xv. 


EleR. e bolo comp. cum. opio. 3ſs. 


Symp. zingiber. q. ſ. f. bolus. 
Sumendus ſemel note. 


No. XVII. 


Pulvis Contrayerv. comp. cum. Nitro. 


R. Pulv. 8 comp. gi. 
Nitri gr. x. f. pulvis 
Ter die ſumendus. 


No. 
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Formula M edicamentorum. xxili 


No. XVII. 
Miſtura Salina. 
5 R. Sal. abſinth. zii. _— 
8 S8,ucc limon Zui. , 
j Julep. commun. Zvi. m. „ 
Sumat cochil. ii. ſexta quaque hora. 
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No. XVIII. f 
Bolus Soluttuus. 
R. Elect. lenitiv. 8 
Rad. Jalap. pulv. gr. viii. 
Zingib. pulv. gr. 
Syrup. ſimp. q. ſ. f. bolus ſumendus bis 
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No. XIX. 
Pulvis Purgans. 


R. Rad. jalap. pulv. 3(s. 

Sacchar. alb. zſs. 

Rad, zingib. pal gr. vi. m. fiat. 
Pulvis, ſumendus bis in 7na. 


No. XX. 
Infuſum Hydropicum. 
R. Rad. gentian. 5. | 


Cort. aurant. 
Rad. zedoar. -Y 


Rad. raphan. ruſtic, 
Sem. ſinap. ana Z(s 


Canell. 


xxXiv Formule Medicamentorum. 


Canell. alb. ifs. 
Aquz bullient. q. ſ. ad. colaturæ 3xxw. 
Cola, et adde. 
Aq. ſem. Carui. zii. m. 

Sumat Ziv. bis die. 


No. „ 
Bolus e Calomel. 


R. Mercur. dulc. ſexies ſublimat JC 
Conſerv. cortic. aurant di. 
Syrup. imp. q. ſ. f. bolus, — ſemel 


in Ina hora ſomni. 


6 


"Ns. XXII. 


5 Decoctum Album. 
R. Corn. cerv. calc. Zvi. 


Gum arabic zi. coque in 
Ap. fontan. q. ſ. ad. colaturæ. cong. 1. 
et adde. 
Spirit vin. ten. Ibſs. m. 
In diarrhœa bibat pro potu comm uni. 


NO. XXIII. 
Electarium Cinnabarinum. 
R. Cinnabar. Antimon. 
Gum. guaiac. pulv. ana p. æ. 
Rob. Sambuci q. ſ. fiat electarium. 
Sumat 31. bis die, vel. q. ſ. ut aluvs ſemel, vel 
bis in die dejiciat. 
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f HE moſt general primary cauſe 
of Intermitting Fevers is an im- 


by an unwholeſome coarſe diet. It is 


gives riſe to Intermitting Fevers. A 
cool moiſt air is moſt productive of 
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SECTION I. 


Of the Cauſe of an Intermitting Fever. 


pure air, eſpecially if aſſiſted 


not however every impure air that f 


them, they being ſeldom found either 9 


in a very hot, or very cold climate. 


A Bontius, 


2 EsxSAY UPON 


Bontius, who reſided at Batavia the 
chief city in the great iſland of Java, 
which hes in the Eaſt-Indian fea, within 
five degrees of the equator, tells us, 
that he never ſaw a Quartan Fever in 
-. thoſe hot regions, excepting one or 
two which were brought there from 
other countries; and that the miſerable 
bearers of them were ſoon hurried into 
dropſies, and thence to moſt certain 
death. A Tertian 1s alſo obſerved to 
irariſe in thoſe parts ſo rarely, that he 
compares 1ts appearance to that of one 
ſwallow, which is proverbially ſaid to 
make no ſummer.* 


Doctor Lind, who by his ſituation as 
phyſician to the Royal Hoſpital at Haſ- 
lar near Portſmouth, has it in his power 
to collect intelligence from all parts of 
the world, eſpecially in war time, and 

„ has 


* Jacobi Bontii Methodus medendi in Indus 
Orientalibus, cap. xiv. {ub titulo de febribus. et 
cap. xv. de febribus in infula Tymor, et Solor. 
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has publiſhed his obſervations on diſ- 


eaſes incidental to Europeans in hot cli- 
mates, confirms the above remarks 
made by Bontius. And tells us farther, 
that at other places in the Eaſt Indies, 
upon the coaſt of Guinea, and in ge- 
neral in all very hot countries Intermit 


ting Fevers rarely occur, their m- 


general Fever being of a malignant, 
putrid, remitting kind.“ 


In the cold countries we alſo find 


Intermitting Fevers not very frequer- 


Pleuriſies, and other inflammatory diſ- 
orders, are ſaid to be the produce of 
the cold air at Quebec; but Low, Bi- 


lious, and Intermitting Fevers are 


ſcarcely ever known there. f 


L innæus boaſts of the health of Swe- 
den in winter; but in the ſpring Ter- 
AS 17-08 


+ Lind's Eſſay upon the diſorders incidental 
to Europeans in hot climates. Page 60. 


t Lind's Eſſay, part 1. chap. 1. page 36. 
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tian Fevers are endemial at Upſal.? 
It is likewiſe obſervable in our iſland 
of Great-Britain that Intermitting Fe- 
vers are more frequent in the mode- 


rate ſeaſons of ſpring and autumn, than 


in ſummer, or winter. 


From the above 3 it ap- 
pears that a temperate air is moſt pro- 


ductive of Intermitting Fevers. And 


upon farther enquiry we ſhall find that 
neither Continual, nor Intermitting Fe- 
vers are ever epidemical, either in the 
warm, or cold climates, except where 
the air is moiſt, and rendered putrid, 
either by effluvia conveyed to it from 


other bodies, or by its awn ſtagnation. # 


Bontius informs us that violent Ma- 
lignant Fevers aroſe at Solor, and Ty- 


mor, two iſlands near Batavia, chiefly 


from unwholeſome fogs; and at Ba- 
tavia 


+ Linnæi Ameænitates academicæ volumen v. 


page 23, 
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tavia, by the patients expoſing them- 
ſelves to the cool dews in an evening.“ 


Dr. Lind ſupports this laſt account 
by the following very remarkable teſ- 
timony.— During the ſickly ſeaſon at 
Batavia, a boat belonging to the 
4 © Medway man of war, which attended 
% on ſhore every night (to bring freſh 
** proviſions) was three times ſucceſ- 
* ſively manned, not one of her crews 
„having ſurvived that ſervice * 


The dreadful effects of corned 


air in ſultry climates are alſo evident 


from what happened at Baſlora, a 


large, and populous town, fituated 
| upon 


* Bontius de medicina Indorum, cap. xiv. xv. 
He ſays, being ſo near the line, the ſun's rays 


1 having ſuch an immenſe force upon the body, that 
the bile becomes very ſuddenly highly exalted, 
2] whence a Burning Continual Fever enſues, but 
I never an Intermitting Fever. 


Lind's Eſſay, page 135: 
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upon the banks of the Tigris, and ad- 
Joining to the deſarts of Arabia, where 
the Arabs, to revenge themſelves for 
an injury done them by the Turks liv- 
ing at Baſſora, cat down the banks of 
the river near the city, and cover'd the 


deſarts in its neighbourhood with wa- 
ter. This ſtagnating, and putrifying, 


corrupted the whole atmoſphere, and 


occafioned a Fever of which 12 or 


14,000 of the inhabitants died, and not 
above two or three of the Europeans 
ſettled there eſcaped with life. 


He alſo obſerves; that © in all 
* ſpots of the Eaſt-Indies ſituated near 
20 the muddy and impure banks of ri- 

vers, or the foul ſhores of the ſea, 
** the vapours exhaling from the putrid 
« ſtagnated water, either freſn or ſalt, 
from large ſwamps, from corrupted 
vegetables, and other impurities, 
produce mortal diſeaſes, eſpecially 
* during the rainy ſeaſon.”* 


+ Lind's Eſſay, p. 100, „Loco citat, p. 77. 
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As the uſeful collection above refer- 
red to brings us in ſome degree ac- 


quainted with the diſeaſes of the hot, 


and cold countries, without the hazard, 
and difficulty of viſiting them, ſo we 
may learn from it, that the variable 
climate of our own iſland is not ex- 


empted from the putrid diſeaſes of the 


Torrid, nor from the inflammatory 


N of the Frigid Zones; but 
al uit is occaſionally ſubject to * 


malzdies incidental to both. 


In the month of Auguſt 1765 the 


e quickſilver in Farenheit's thermome- 


ter often roſe to eighty-two degrees 
* in the middle of the day,” at this 
time *© the marines who were exer- 
5* ci{ed early in the morning on South- 
% Sea-Beach, from the effect of the 


** ſtagnant waters of an adjoining mo- 


© raſs {ſuffered much. 


Half a dozen of them at a time 
were fe taken ill in their 
| © ranks 


— 
a; [EN 2 — 0 


— ——H — . —e Ä AAA „ 2 
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En g 
“ ranks when under arms; ſome being 
5 ſeized with ſuch a giddineſz in the 
* head, that they could ſcarcely ſtand, Þ 
„ while others fell down ſpeechleſs; Þ 
and upon recovering their ſenſes Þ| 
9 complained of a violent head-ach. — 
When ſuch patients were received 
into the hoſpital I obſerved that ſome 
„few had a regular ague, but that far Þ 
© the greater number laboured under N 
* a Remitting Fever, with imperfect 
e intermiſſions, though ſometimes in- 
* deed there was no perceptible re- 
5 miſſion for ſeveral days. A conſtant 
pain and giddineſs of the head 
© were the moſt inſeperable and diſ- 
s treſſing ſymptoms of this diſeaſe; 
© Some were delirious, and a few vo- 
* mited up a quantity of bile, but in 
* all the countenance was yellow.”* 
The hundreds of Eſſex, and ſeveral 
| low ſituations in the ne, of Kent, 
| 5 


E Lind s Eſſay, pages 25, 26. 
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are remarkable for being often viſited 
with Intermitting Fevers : and in gene- 


ral, throughout the whole iſland of 


Great-Britain, the inhabitants of all 
low, damp, marſhy places are greatly 
troubled with that diſorder. Now, 
from what I have ſeen'of the hundreds 
of Eſſex, I think, that whoever obſerves 
the Bilious Fevers, very common there 
during an hot ſickly ſeaſon, will find 
them but very little different from the 


Continual, Or Remitting Eaſt-Indian 


Fever before mentioned. And yet 
Fevers ariſing from the ſame cauſe, in 


the fame place, in a cool ſpring, or 


autumn, conſtiute the regular Tertian, 
or Quartan Fever on our - northern cli- 
mate. 5 | 


From the number of examples that 
have been produced it appears, that Fe- 
vers 1n general ariſe chiefly from an 
impure air, and that they differ as to 
their quality according to the tempera- 
ture of the air the place where they 

B ariſe 
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ariſe happens t to enjoy at the time : they 


are generated. 


| 


SECTION II. 
Of the Cure of Intermitting Fevers. 


HYSICIANS agree that there is in 
all Fevers ſomething, contrary to 


nature, which occaſions, and keeps up 
the violent febrile commotion. And 
they have preſcribed their remedies | 


according to the particular opinion each 
has adopted reſpecting the original 
cauſe, and feat of the diſeaſe. | 


Thoſe who apprehend the Bile to be 
in fault give medicines to correct its 
acrimony, and evacuate it. Where the 
diſeaſe has been ſuppoſed' to exiſt in 
the leſler ſeries of veſſels ſudorifics have 
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not been neglected. And where the 
weakneſs of the ſtomach has been 


thought the principal cauſe the bark 


has been Lene upon. 


Abe 3 of a Tertian Fever has been 
obſerved to be eaſier effected than that 
of any other Intermittent. That of a 
Quotidan has been found more eaſy 
than that of a Quartan. And the re- 
moval of a Quartan has proved ſo difh- 
cult, as to cauſe even Sydenham to 


complain, that he knew of no ſucceſsful 


method of treating it but by the bark, 
which rather checked its progreſs than 


removed the cauſe of the diſeaſe.* 


The curative indications of an Inter- 
mitting Fever he ſays mult be taken, 


either----1ſt, from a careful obſervation 


of the ſteps which nature takes to over- 


come the diſeaſe; that ſo we may 


B 2 ' quicken 


* Sydenhami Opera Univerſa. Se&. 1. p. 57. 


2 ö 
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quicken the fermentation already raiſ- 


ed, and by this means recover the pa- 


tient, or 2dly, we muſt endeavour to 
inveſtigate the ſpecific cauſe, in order 
to remove the diſeaſe wg effectual, and 
ſpecific remedies.* 


This very a; and candid phy- 
ſician acknowledges that he tried both 
theſe methods with great care and ap- 
plication, but had not been able to cure 
autumnal Intermittents without waiting 
a conſiderable time for the Fever to run 
a certain ſtated courſe, however diſa- 
greeable it had been to the patients to 
endure the diſorder ſo long. And he 
then adds * that if any one is poſſeſſed 
of a certain method, or a ſpecific re- 
% medy, that will not only ſtop the pro- 
** oreſs of, but throughly cure theſe 
, diſorders he ought to diſcover it for 
ff the good of mankind: and pro- 

| „ NOUNCES 


* Loco citato, p. 54. 
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© nounces him neither a wiſe, nor a 
good man if he does not.”* 


The bark 1s the only medicine that 
at preſent ſeems to have any claim to 
the appellation of a ſpecific, and was 
what Sydenham made ule of. But its 
effects are often uncertain, and the time 
required for continuing its uſe fre- 


quently 
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F Revera autem ſiquis inter mortales reperi- 
atur, qui five methodo aliquà certi, five remedio 
ſpecifico adhibito, Febrium harum intermittenti- 
um curſum non ſolùm inhibere, ſed etiam omnino 
abrumpere novit, exiſtimo eum omni jure teneri, 
ut humano generi rem illam ſummopere expe- 

_ tendam patefaciat : quod ſi non fecerit, ego illum 
nec boni civis, nec prudentis viri nomen mereri 
pronunciare auſim; neque enim civis boni eſt, 
illud in rem ſuam vertere, quod toti generi hu- | 
mano tam ingens beneficium apportet; nec viri 
prudentis, divinà benedictione ſemetipſum privare, 
quam à ſummi- bonitate liceret expectare, fi ad 
publicum bonum promovendum ſe accingeret.— 


7 bidem. 
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quently tedious. In the following 
ſheets I ſhall attempt to point out a 
medicine, which, joined to the bark, I 
have found much more certain than 
the bark alone; and a method of treat- 
ment more conciſe, and effectual than 
any I have yet read, or heard of. 


It has been an opinion, ſupported by 
many advocates formerly, that the 
| pores of the ſkin being obſtructed was 
the proximate, or immediate cauſe of 

an Intermitting Fever. Upon this 
foundation the practice of adminiſtering 
ſudorifics in this diſeaſe was laid, and 
moſt of the modern writers have con- 
tributed their aſſiſtance in its ſupport. 
Such medicines are not however to be 
given upon all occaſions, and in all 
circumſtances. Skill and judgment are 
required to avoid doing harm whilſt we 
are endeavouring to do good, as ap- 
pears by the cautions tranſmitted to us 

by Hoffman in the following caſes. 


1ſt. 
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1ſt. A robuſt ſoldier, after eating an 


hearty ſupper, went upon guard, and 
did his duty in a very foggy night; 

after which he was ſeized with a ſhiver- 
ing, ſickneſs at the ſtomach, and en- 
deavour to vomit, which ſymptoms 
were followed by heat and anxiety. 


Theſe complaints returning again 
the third day the ſoldier haſtened away 
to a ſurgeon, who on the day free from 
the Fever gave him a vomit upon an 
empty ſtomach ſeven hours before he 
expected a return of the fit, which 
operated violently, and occaſioned a 
copious evacuation of bile. Upon the 
fever day, three hours before the fit 
was expected, he gave him a medicine 
the principal ingredient of which was 
white pepper to the quantity of fifteen 
grains, to be taken in a few ſpoonsfull 
of ſpirit of wine; and the patient was 
directed to drink a draught of ale well 
warmed after it. The ſoldier going to 
bed ſweated plentifully, and the next 

fit 
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fit of the ague was put by : and by a 
few more doles of the ſame Force the 
diſorder was entirely removed. 


2d. Not long afterwards a | choleric 
young man, much given to anger and 
wine, came to the ſame ſurgeon, with 
the ſame complaint, and was treated in 
the ſame manner, but with a very dit- 
ferent effect, his Tertian Ague being 
changed into a Burning Continual Fe- 
ver, from which he eſcaped with dit- 
ficulty.* 


A variety of medicines from the 
vegetable, animal, and foſſil kingdoms 
have been recommended by different 
authors as ſudorifics in Intermitting 
Fevers. 


Amgen theſe Lam ſurprized to find 
camphire ſo much neglected, even by 
Hoffman, 


— 


* Hoffmann enarrationes morborum ſub itulo 
de Febre tertiana Obſervatio nona. 
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Hoffman, who in general ſpeaks much 
in its praiſe as a febrifuge. This me- 
dicine is twice mentioned in Dr. Lind's 


Eſſay on the diſeaſes of hot countries 
as the moſt ſovereign remedy in the 


beginning of the Eaſt-Indian Fever, 
before an opportunity offers of giving 
the bark.“ I have already ſhewn in my 
Eſſay on the Effects of Camphire the 


great ſucceſs J experienced with it in 


the beginnings of Continual Fevers, 


when formed into a bolus with a few 
grains of nitre: and have obſerved that 


the ſame bolus, given twice or three 
times a day between the fits, has been 
of great ſervice in removing Intermit- 
ting Fevers. But having known it fail 
* Vomits, bliſters, camphire and the bark 
were the only things that merited the tile of re- 
medies in this difeale. Part i. ch. 2d. p. 62. 
Camphire was found the beſt medicine in the fit, 


Bark, and other antiſeptics were adminiſtered in 


large quantities after firſt giving an emetic, and 


emptying the bowels. Part i. ch. 3. p. 30. 
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in ſome inſtances, I have for ſeveral 
years palt uſed upon ſuch occaſions a 
powder compoled of Virginian inake- 5 
root, and bark. 


SECTION III. 


Of the uſe of ſnakeroot and bark in 
Intermitting Fevers. 


HEN the 1 niſſions between 

the fits are clear; and no par- 
ticular ſymptom contraindicates the 
uſe of this medicine, it is really ſur- 
prizing to obſerve what it will do, 
without any previous preparation. But 
when the firſt paſſages are loaded, or 
| obſtructed, they muſt be cleared before 
1 any febrifuge can take effect. 


My 


n 
r Nn 
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My common doſe to adults is two 
ſcruples of bark to 'one of ſnakeroot. 
Two or three doſes will rarely fail put- 
ting a ſtop to any diſtinct Tertian, or 
Quartan Ague. And ſhould a farther 
repetition be neceſſary it will be at- 


tended with this advantage, that the 


diſorder will be leſs likely to return, 
than when ſtopped by the bark alone. 


In Quotidian Agues there is ſeldom 
a ſufficiently clear intermiſhon between 
the fits to give this powder at firſt ; but 
after a clear intermiſſion of ſome hours 
has been obtained by other means, then 
this powder is equally effectual in Quo- 
tidian, as in Tertian, or Quartan Fe- 
vers, as will appear * the following 
caſes. 


CASE I. 


Doctor Lewis of Oxford being in 


conſultation with me upon the caſe of 
a daughter belonging to Mr. John 


C2 Cripps, 


— — —— — — — ae EALS 
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Cripps, a very eminent wool-ſtapler at 


Cirenceſter, one of his ſervants ------ 
Paget, a ſtrong made young man, be- 
ing much weakened, and emaciated by 
the periodical attacks of a Regular Ague 
for ſix months preceding, was, on the 
27th of December, 1759, brought to 
us for our aſſiſtance. 


I acquainted the Doctor with the 
great ſucceſs I had often experienced 
with large doſes of the febrifuge pow- 
der above mentioned : and he con- 
ſented to my ordering it in the full 
quantities of a ſcruple of ſnakeroot to 
two of the bark; to be taken in a glaſs 


of water three times in a day between 
the fits, The patient took three doſes, 


without any preparation, and was per- 
fectly cured, having no occaſion for a 
repetition of his medicine, or ſuffering 


any relapſe of his diſorder, | 


CASE. 


1 


9 
q R * 8 3 . n A a 5 
* N 0 A 6 F * a+ 3 * 7 N ö a A r * EIS Does, BE >>] EEG SOR J * 
R : JV % Be EE EE GE REN . . ns OTIS In ones „ 
5 s * 4 * N of N TY 9 2 4 AN 9 2 4 2 8. ” W 2 A 2 — * 2 > . Ma 
NE LE tr oa er ag Oe OE Se eee, , ndnd Ig Ee Se Od XC | 
N 7 A n ** 25 2 ARA r . . 8 2 En 8 * JT 6 . 2 Fg} n — i 3 . : 
1 r 5 3 2 2 x Es ETSY r * n r ; . 4 72 N 2 * * en ——— — : 4 
N 2 HE 2 . Ea FOTO FE 4 Flats jy ths ö , * 


Vb. ͤ ͤ bbb 3 


: 
97 
1 
FEI 
Gy f 
"+ 
wah 
57 * 
F 
3 
PETE 
„ Ag 
CI 
1 * 
FEE 
* 
* 8 * 
3 
1 
Nn 
#53 
n 


LEE Od wr es gs oC I DET 
9 r 
l r Nt IS: 


TE RON Ae 22 * 9 by * . ä TOTS * 228 aa) WT fr TOs >. . 75 + 

% T ATE, ͤöÄ1õ ET SST, 

8 Poa" 2 . Wor SS es 5 ten” ot . n fe ne B25; 
PEE EE ee . a 


Re: 7 
52 
. 
52 
VS 
6 by 
CA 
LR 
3 
8 
a. 
8 
Ho] 
Be 
"7 
"OM; 
2 
ET 
/ CE 
"4 
I 
47, 
N | 
8 
1 
Ke. 


NE 
IL 
1 
RE 
FE; 
8 
8 
* 55 i 
=, 
3% by 
. 
: 
by 


INTERMITTING FEVERS. 21 


CASE HI. 


Mary M*Kenny, aged 45, an inhabi- 


tant of the city of Glouceſter, came 


under my care at the county infirmary 
September the firſt 1763; having been 
ill one year of an irregular Intermitting 
Fever, attended with a moſt violent 


pain in her head, which often deprived 


her of her ſenſes. She had uſed many 
endeavours for relief, and particularly 
taken medicines which are diſtributed 
by ſome good ladies in that city as ne- 
ver-failing ſpecifics in agues, but with- 
out any other effect than increaſing the 
pain of her head. 


A bliſter was applied to the neck on 
the evening ſhe came into the hoſpital, 
and a purge given her the next day. 
This method, together with pediluvia 


uſed at night, removed the pain from 


her head; after which the ſollowing 
| powder 


| 
{ 
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powder taken every fourth hour put a 
ſtop to the fever. 


Snakeroot 15 grains 
Bark two ſcruples. 


Complaining of ſickneſs at ſtomach 1 


ordered her three grains of calomel 
made up in a bolus with confectio car- 


diaca, to be taken for three nights going 


to bed; and directed a purge to be 


given the day after the third bolus was 
adminiſteped- 


Ales this purge ſhe repeated the 
above powder for a few days, and was 


diſchargedSeptember the twenty-ninth, 


being compleatly cured. And ſhe had 
afterwards no return of her complaints. 


CASE III. 


Thomas Gough of Maiſemore near 
Gloucelter, aged twenty-two, having 


been 


. 08 
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been ill four months with an Intermit- 


ting Fever, was admitted a patient at 


the Glouceſter infirmary February we 
7th, 1765. 


After a vomit with ten grains of ipe- 
cacoanha I gave him the pulvis febri- 
fugus, No. 1. and ordered a ſperma- 
ceti lohoc, on account of a cough he 


| was troubled with. The ague was im- 


mediately ſtopped, and he was diſ- 
charged cured F ebruary the tb 


eighth. 


CASE IV. 


Henry Freeman of Glouceſter, aged 
thirty-three, ill four months with an 
Intermitting Fever, was admitted a 


patient at the infirmary February the 


fourteenth 1765. 


After opening the body with a ſolu- 
tive bolus I put him upon the febri- 
fuge 


$4 Ar onen 


fuge electuary; No. 2. His ague was 


immediately ſtopped; and he was diſ- 
miſled from the hoſpital February the 


twenty-eight. But leaſt his ague ſhould 


return his name was kept upon the 
books for a month longer, when 1t ap- 


pearing that he had no relapſe of his 


diſorder he was then finally diſcharged, 
March the 28th. 


CASE V. 


Joo Leech of Hempſteed nearGlou- 
ceſter, aged thirty-four, ill two months 
with an ague was admitted at the in- 


HOmary December the iixteenth yo 


J ordered a ſcruple of rhubarb to be 
given him the evening he was recived 
into the houſe ; and put him upon the 
febrifuge eleQtuary, No. 2, the next 
day. Thus effectually putting a ſtop to 
the ague, I exchanged it for a plain 
peruvian electuary No. 3, and he 


Was 
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was diſcharged cured January the 
eighth 1767: 


GNS E . 


William Pearce of Stroud, aged ſix- 
teen, ill fix months with a Quartan 
Ague, was admitted at the Infirmary 
February the twenty-eighth 1769. 

The day after his admiſſion I gave 
him the full doſe of the febriſuge 
powder every fourth hour, without 
any preparation. This ſoon put a ſtop 
to the Fever; after which I ordered 
him the maine only three times a 
day, and he was diſcharged cured 
March-the twenty-third. 


Sanctorius ſuppoſes that the principal 
cauſe of an Intermitting Fever proceeds 
from the perſpirable matter being re- 

tained, at the ſame time that the fibril- 


Iz of the capillary veſlels are relaxed. 
8 It 
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If this is the caſe, no medicine appears 


more adapted to remove both theſe 
impediments to health than the ſtimu- 
lating quality of the ſnakeroot joined to 


the aſtringent virtue of the bark in this 


febrifuge powder. 


Whytt's opinion is, that an ague pro- 


ceeds, like the epilepſy and other con- 


vulſive diſorders, from ſome ſpecies of 


irritation acting upon the ſtomach and 


inteſtines; or ſome other part of the 


body. This hypotheſis i is ſupported by 
Vanſweiten, in his commentary upon 


the ſeven hundred and fifty ſeventh of 


Boerhaave's aphoriſms, where he {ves 


us two caſes of Intermitting Fevers af- 
fecting a particular part only, both of 


which were cured by the bark given 
between the fits. 


He was conſulted for a nobleman 


who was affected with a pain in that part 
of the head where a branch of the fifth 


pair of nerves paſſes out of the ſkull 
through 
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through a foramen in the os frontis. 


This pain extended itſelf over one half 


of the head, and having continued to 
afflict the patient violently for eight 
hours, gradually decreaſed, and at laſt 
perfectly vaniſhed. 


Epithems and bliſters were applied 
to the head, epi ſpaſtics to the feet, and 
purges, &c. adminiſtered without af- 
fording any relief; but upon exhibiting 
the peruvian bark this moſt troubleſome 


diſorder immediately ceaſed. 


Another patient with a violent inter- 
mitting pain, ariſing in the ſame part, 
and attended with nearly the ſame 
ſymptoms, fell under the care of the 


| fame ingenious and attentive phyſician; 
who not being able to remove it with 


cupping glaſſes, bliſters, purges, &c. 


_ uſed the bark, and with the ſame for- 


tunate event. 
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In the laſt caſe he felt the pulſe of 
the artery at the wriſt, and alſo where 


it runs down the forehead about the 


larger canthus of the eye, and, by com- 
paring them together, he obſerved that 
in the pulſe at the wriſt no alteration 


happened during the paroxyſm, but that 


at the canthus it beat much ſwifter, and 


ſtronger than it naturally ufed to do. 


Hence he concludes, that in theſe caſes 


the intermitting diſorder affected the 
circulation of the blood in that particu- 


lar part only where the ſtimulus acted, 
but that the whole maſs of blood was 


not influenced by it. 


By the above inſtances we fee that 
an Intermitting Fever may ariſe in a 
particular part of the body, without 
diſturbing the economy of the whole 
animal machine. But it is remarkable, 
that whether it becomes a general, or 
remains a partial diſeaſe, the methad 
of cure to be purſued is the ſame. 
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In my eſſay upon the effects of cam- 
phire and calomel in Continual Fevers, 
[ have attempted to ſhe the great con- 
nection that ſubſiſts between the ſto- 
mach, and even the moſt diſtant parts 
of the body. And this will be full 
farther confirmed if we ſuppoſe that 
the cure of Intermitting Fevers, as I 
have uſt now mentioned, begins in the 


ſtomach, and that thence the more diſtant 


parts by ſympathy partake of the benefit. 


Whytt ſays that ſtrengthening the 
itomach and inteſtines 1s the beſt me- 
thod for removing the epilepſy, and 
nervous diſorders in general. And 
Fuller, in his pharmacopæia extem- 


poranea, informs us, that the very pow- 


der I recommend as ſo effectual in the 
Ague, 1s when given 1n an electuary,* 
a moſt certain remedy for the epilepſy. 
Sydenham, 
* Elec. Peruv. Epilepticum. 
R. Cort. Peruv. pulv. 5vi. 


Rad Serp. Virgin. pulv. Zn. cum ſ. q. Sy rup. 
flor. Pæon. vel Pzon. comp. fiat Elect. molle. 
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Sydenham, whoſe candor and gene- 


rolity induced him ta point out his er- 
rors, as well as to mention the ſucceſs- 


ful parts of his practice, acknowledges 
that he was miſtaken in his adminiſtra- 
tion of bark immediately before the fit 
of an Intermitting Fever; but that he 
found it the moſt effectual medicine of 
any, if given directly after the fit was 
ended, in ſuch a manner as to convey 


into the patient as much bark as poſſible 
before the next return of the Ague was 
expected. By theſe means the Fever 

was ſtopped, but he obſerved that a re- 


petion of the bark was neceſſary ſor a 
con- 


Antiepilepticum præſtantiſſimum, et certiſſi- 


mum pharmacum exiſtit, uti experientia me 


Si (poſt debitas evacuationes) adultis zi. et aliis 
minor doſis mane et veſperi per 3 vel 4 menſes 
exhibantur: et poſtea per triduum, vel quatri- 


duum ante novilunium, et plenilunium morbos 


Epilepticos, et Hyſtericos penitus eradicat. Phar- 
macop. extemporan. Page 64. 
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conſiderable time afterwards, other- 
wiſe the patient would frequently ſuffer 
a relapſe.*----He hkewiſe mentions giv- 
ing a ſcruple of ſnakeroott frequently 
with ſucceſs in Tertian Agues. But 
neither he, nor any author that I am 
acquainted with mentions the union of 
bark and ſnakeroot in the manner I uſe 
it. Fuller does not recommend his 
electuary in the Ague, neither does a 


drachm of it, which is his higheſt doſe, 
contain fo much as one third of the 
higheſt doſe of my febrifuge powder. 


* Sydenhami opera in Epiſtola Reſponſona 
ad Robertum Brady M. D. P. 265, 266, 267. 


+ Loco citato, P. 274. Sydenham gave this 
powder in three ounces of white wine two hours 
before the Ague fit was expected, and then or- 
dered his patient to be covered up in bed, and 
to ſweat for three or four hours. 


SE C- 
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ECT I 0 N IV. 


Oo the uſe 7 Calomel in Inter mit- 
ting Fever. 


WW the firſt paſſages appeared 


loaded with impurities I ſome- 
times adviſed a vomit, but more gene- 
rally had recourle to a mercurial purge. 


And indeed I found this laſt method 


fo efficacious, ſo ſafe, and ſo much 


more pleaſant than a vomit, that for 


ſome years paſt I have rarely given the 


febrifuge powder without uſing this 
method of preparation. 


Holfinen ſo ſtrongly recommends 
mercurius dulcis in Intermitting Fevers, 
that he mentions it as ſtriking at the 


very 
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very root of them.“ And in his trea- 
iſe upon a Quartan he gives us the two 
following caſes of people cured by it. 


A young r Kudent, who indulged him- 
ſelf in his bottle and late hours, going 
a journey in a rainy autumn contracted 
a Tertian Ague. In the hot fits he en- 
deavoured to quench his thirſt by drink- 
ing large quantities of acidulated weak 
liquors, andjuleps. HisTertian changed 
to a Quartan with violent pains | in all 
his limbs, and a fort of rigor in his 
head and feet. He was coſtive, his 
urine was hot, and came away only in 
drops. This Fever having long eluded 
the efforts of phyſicians, and the effects 


of medicines, at laſt the following pow- 
der was given. 


R. Corall. 
Sal Abſinth. 1 
E. Mercur 


* Holfmannus de bile medicina et veneno 


corporis. \ 29. 
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| Mercur dulcis ana zi. 
O lei Caryophyl gtt. vi. 


Laudan gr. iv. m. 


Of this powder the patient took ſo 
much twice in a day, that in the ſpace 
| of three days the whole was conſumed ; 

| the conſequence of which was that a 
1 ſalivation aroſe, and the Fever“ de- 
parted. It is added however, that the Þ 

1 ſalivation continued very violent for 
1 fourteen days, and that the patient 
= narrowly eſcaped with life. 5 


A ſtrong, plethoric, ſedentary man, 
fl i who eat heartily, and was ſubject to the 
piles, 


* 


* That a ſalivation is not in general a cure for | 
an ague we may be aſſured, when we are told by 
Vanſwieten, in his Comment upon the 757th of 
Boerhaave's Aphoriſms, that a Quartan has con- 
tinued its courſe, exactly keeping its returns, 
through the middle of a ſalivation ; and that he 
has known a vernal Tertian ariſe in the midſt of 
one, 
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piles, and hypochondriacal diſo ders, 


in the month of October, without any 
preceding external cauſe, contracted a 
Quartan Ague. His phyſician ordered 


him a bitter elixir with ſpirit of ſal am- 


moniac, to be taken in an infuſion of 


common tea, and directed him to drink 
plentifully of it before the approach of 


the fit. The patient growing worſe 


under this treatment, the Doctor gave 


him the bark very liberally both in, 
and out of the paroxyſm. 8 


Another phyſician being called in, 
upon a number of ill ſymptoms appear- 
ing, and the Fever ſeeming to be con- 
tinual, he bled the patient, and by ſo- 
lutive aperient apozems, and other 
means, in the ſpace of a month, brought 
the Fever to a more mild and regular 
ſtate. He then preſcribed a powder 
compoſed of ſteel-filings, bark, mer- 
curius dulcis, &c. This being divided, 
and taken at twelve doſes the Fever in- 
ſenſibly expired, and by the time the 
E 2 laſt 
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laſt doſe was taken the patient was re- 
ſtored to perfect health.* 


Willis likewiſe gives us one caſe 


where mercury removed a Quartan Fe- 
ver. He ſays that in the autumn of 


1681 Quartan Fevers were ſo very 
general, that every body had it in their 


power to make what obſervations they 
pleaſed upon them; at which time a 


young 


* H offmannus de Febre quartana enarrationes 
morborum. Obſerv. iii. iv. 


Hoffman kept his eitients ill with Tertian, 


or Quartan Fevers a long time upon aperient 
apozems, and gave ſolutive medicines before he 


ventured to adminiſter the cortex, judging the 
uſe of a ſpeciſic medicine dangerous before 
the noxious humors are corrected, and evacuated, 
which by his method could not well take up leſs 
time than a month. Boerhaave ſeems to have 
adopted the fame plan: and Sydenham is very 
apprehenſive leaſt the bark given too ſoon might 
Hop the deſpumation of the Fever. 
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young lady defired him to give her a 
ſpeedy cure, and ſhe was willing ta 
ſubmit to any method he fhould pro- 
poſe for her obtaining it. 


The Doctor having obſerved that the 
common methods of practice were in- 
effectual, told her that if ſhe would 
ſuffer herſelf to be put into a ſpitting 
for a few days by means of a mineral 
medicine, he believed he could re- 
move her diſorder in a ſhort time. The 
patient readily conſenting to his pro- 
poſal, he gave her a mild, and entirely 
ſafe medicine, by which a light ſpitting 
was raiſed, and ſimſhed in the ſpace 
af twelve days. 


From the time the ſalivation began 
the febrile paroxyſms ceaſed; but 
about the times of their uſual approach 
ſhe ſuffered great perturbation all over 
her body, with oppreſſion of the heart, 
and a fear of fainting. However after 
the 


— — — 
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the foitting ceaſed ſhe appeared PR 
fectly well. 


After the ſpace of two months, per- 


ceiving ſome {hight acceſſions of the 
Fever, {he took an emetic, and repeated 


1t two or three times, and was then en- 


tirely cured without any relapſe.* 


Throughout the practice of theſe 
great men in giving mercury in Inter- 
mitting Fevers, the chief point in view 


ſeems to have been an attenuation of 
the viſcid humours, whereſoever ſeat- 


ed. 


* Willis ſometimes uſed the ſame tedious pre- 
paration as Hoffman, and Boerhaave recom- 


mend, but his common method of practice was 
to give an emetic, and ſometimes a ſolutive 


medicine before the fit. After which epithems 
were applied to the wriſts, and the bark given 
in ſome generous wine, the patients being ordered 
into bed in order to promote, and keep up a 


diaphoreſis. Willis de Febribus, Cap. vi. 


P. 69. 70. 
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ed. And for this purpoſe their mer- 
curial medicines are directed to be 
taken in ſufficient quantities to raiſe a 
ſalivation. But I no where find them 


adminiſtering a mercurial purge to 


cleanſe the firſt paſſages, and prepare 


the ſtomach for the reception of a ſpe- 
cific medicine. 


Langriſh, it muſt be confeſſed, re- 
commends this practice, and ſays that 


in obſtinate Agues, or Intermitting Fe- 


vers he has experienced greater advan- 


tages from rhubarb and calomel in ſmall 


doſes than from any other medicine he 


ever tried.“ He laments however that 


the cortex is not ſelf ſufficient to cure 


many inveterateAgues, and ſays, © there 


** ſeems to be wanting, in obſtinate and 
* confirmed Intermittents, ſomething 
that is more ſtrongly endued with a 
property of attenuating, and diſſolving 


* the 


* Langriſh's Theory and Practice of Phyſic. 
Sect. 411. 


ll 
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* the viſcid coheſions of the blood 
and Iymph.'+ This deficiency, whe- 
ther ariſing from the cauſe aflign'd by 
Langriſh, or from any other, I appre- 
hend 1s ſupplied by joining ſnakeroot 
to the bark in the febrifuge powder. 


My practice in ſuch caſes is to give 
a calomel purge as ſoon as poſſible after 
the paroxyſm is ended;* and to begin 
upon the febrifuge powder after the 


purgative has done its duty. By theſe 


means I gain an opportunity to throw 


down two or three doſes of the powder 


before the return of the Ague is expect-= 
ed; and have rarely been diſappointed 
in my expectations of putting an entire 


ſtop to it. This will be beſt illuſtrated 


by the following examples. 


CASE 


T Ibid. \ 413. 


* When purges were given by Willis and others 
in Intermitting Fevers they uſually ordered them 
to be taken before the fit comes on. 
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CASE VII. 


Winifred Heyley, aged thirty, ill 
three weeks with a Quotidian Inter- 


mitting Fever, was received into the 


Glouceſter infirmary May the 4th, 1769. 


The intermiſſions of this patients diſ- 
order were very ſhort, and imperfect; 
ſhe had a conſtant purging upon her, 
and her ſtrength was greatly reduced. 


Aker the operation of an emetic I or- 
der'd her the aromatic electuary, No. 4, 
and a ſaline mixture to be taken twice a 
day, with a view to correct the Fever, 
and reſtrain the diarrhoea; and added a 
lohoc to be taken occaſionally on ac- 


count of a cough. 


Having in a few days gained a clear 


intermiſſion, although but of ſhort du- 


ration, I ordered the aſtringent mix- 
ture, No. 5, to be given after every 
F ſtool, 
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ſtool, in order to check the purging, 
which ſtill continued, and directed the 


full doſe of a drachm of the febrifuge 


powder to be given upon the firſt op- 
portunity that offered between the fits, 
which was done; and ſhe afterwards 


got down two doſes in every interval. 


The Ague being thus ſtopped, and 
the diarrhoea continuing, but not ſo 
violent, I gave her five grains of calo- 


mel and one of opium at night going to 
bed, and a ſcruple of rhubarb the next 


morning. This method of removing a 
diarrhœa I had before experienced, and 


it proved equal effectual in the pre- 


ſent caſe.* 


The great evacuation ſhe had ſuffer- 
ed, together with the fatigue of her 
Ague, almoſt always upon her, occa- 


ſioned 


* When a diarrhœa is ſtopped by the admi- 
niſtration of calomel we may ſuppoſe that the 
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ſioned a fluor albus. Of this being 
cured in the ſpace of a fortnight, and 
having recovered her ſtrength, ſhe was 
diſcharged June the eighth, without 
having had any return of her Ague. 


CASE VII. 


Benjamin Sullis, of Ripple in Wor— 
ceſterſhire, aged 26, ill fix months of a 
regular Intermitting Fever, was ad- 
mitted at the infirmary December the 
thirteenth 1764. 


Half a ſcruple of ipecacoanha po- 
dered was taken in a draught before the 
Ague fit came on, and a bolus contain- 
ing ten grains of rhubarb, and five of 
calomel was given in the evening, after 
the fit was ended. 

2 F2 r 


acrimony was lodged in viſcidities adhering to the 
firſt paſſages which were removed by the virtue 
of the medicine. 


p 
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After the purgative operation of this 
medicine ceaſed he began upon the 


pulvis febrifugus, to which the Ague 


immediately gave way, and he was diſ- 
charged December the 27th. 


CASE IX 
John Siſam of Churcham, aged ſix- 
teen, ill fix months of an Intermitting 


Fever, was admitted at the infimary 


July the third 1766. 


Ten grains of calomel* being given 
him at night, and purged off the next 


morning, he began upon the pulvis 
febrifugus, which ſtopped his Ague, 
and he had no return. Being inclined 
to be coſtive a ſolutive bolus was given 
him occaſionally, and July the ſeven- 

teenth 


* This is not an unuſual doſe, neither is it 


generally thought a large one; but I have found 
five grains ſufficient in moſt caſes. 
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teenth he was made an out-patient, for 
no other reaſon but to prove whether 
his Ague was well cured. July the giſt 
he returned to the hoſpital, having had 
no relapſe, and was then diſcharged. 


CASE-X, 


Giles Millard of Hartpury, aged 24, 


ill fix months with a Quartan Fever, 


was admitted at the infirmary F cbruary 
the ninth 1769. 


Five grains of calomel being admi- 


niſtered at night, and a ſolutive draught 


the next day, I ordered a drachm of 
the pulvis febrifugus to be taken in the 
evening at bed time, after his phyſic 
had done working, and that the day 
following he ſhould repeat 1t every 
fourth hour. 


This raiſing his pulſe too much I had 
eight ounces of blood taken away, and 
gave 
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gave the powders only three times in 
a day. No Ague returning after he firſt 
began upon the powders, I ſoon drop- 
ped the ſnakeroot, but the bark was 
continued to the time of his being diſ- 


charged cured Feb. the twenty-third. 


. 


Samuel Boone of Badgeworth, aged 


25, ill ſix months with a Quartan Ague, 
was admitted at the infirmary March 
the ninth h 1769. 


Five grains of calomel with the ſolu- 
tive draught, and the pulvis febrifugus 
being given as uſual immediately cured 
the Ague, and the patient was diſcharg- 


ed April the fifteenth, 


CASE XI. 


Enoc Summers of Cam, aged thirty, 
ill nine months of an Intermitting Fe- 
| ver, 
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ver, was admitted at the infirmary June 
the — 1767. 


He bane upon a ſaline mixture im- 
mediately upon his admiſhon ; and I 
ordered him five grains of calomel to 
be given on the evening following the 
firſt Ague fit he ſhould have in the 
hoſpital, and that he ſhould take the 
ſolutive draught the day following: 
after which he began upon the bark 


electuary, No. 3, in the abſence of the 
Fever. 


June the twenty-fifth, the ague ſtill 
continuing, he took a ſcruple of rhu- 
barb ; and returned to the ſaline mix- _ 
ture, to which a lohoc was added on 
account of a cough, and the bark omit- 
ted. The cough being eaſed by the 
lohoc, it was in a few days exchanged 
for an electuary of millepedes, No. 6. 


The obſtructions, which had Fern 
luſhciently apparent in this caſe from 
the 


febrifuge electuary, No. 2, 
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the fallow complexion, as well as other 
ſymptoms, being as I apprehended 
removed by the above treatment, 1 
ſpeedily put a ſtop to the Ague by the 
and the 
patient was diſcharged cured July the 


lixteenth. 


CASE XII. 
Ann Powel of Wheatenhurſt, aged 


49, ill nine months of an Intermitting 


Fever, was received at the infirmary 


July the ſixteenth 1767. 


On the evening after her firſt fit in 
the hoſpital ſhe took three grains of 
calomel, and purged it off the next 
day. The febrifuge electuary, given 
as uſual after the purge, ſtopped the 
Ague, but the diarrhoea continuing 
obliged me to order aſtringent medi- 


cines, which having obtained the de- 


- fired effect, ſhe was diſcharged cured, 
Auguſt the twentieth, 


CASE 
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CASE XIV. 
Mary Murcifer, of Standiſh, aged 


twenty-five, ill one year with an Inter- 


mitting Fever, was admitted September 
the eighth 1763. Beſides her Ague ſhe 


had for ſome time had an obſtruction of 


the menſes. 


A doſe of calomel being given and 


purged off by way of preparation, the 


pulvis febrifugus was ordered, in the 


quantity of half a drachm, every fourth 
hour in order to ſtop the Ague fit, 
which it effected. And afterwards a 
bark electuary with ſal martis was 
given, and continued for ſome time, 
with a view to both complaints. 


Laſtly, the electuary being left off, 
ſhe was directed to take lac ammoniac 
zi tinct melampodii zi twice a day, and 
the pilulæ martiales No. 7, at night. By 
theſe means, having obtained a com- 
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pleat cure of both diſorders, ſhe was 
diſcharged November the third. 


G ASE XV. 


James Bradley, of Glouceſter, aged 
fifty-three, il thirteen months of an 
Ague,* was admitted November the 
nineteenth 1767. 


After i a calomel bolus, and the 
ſolutive draught the next day, he began 


upon the febrifuge electuary. The 


Ague being ſtopped, and the patient 
coſtive, I ordered, November the 
twenty-{ixth, that he ſhould take a ſo- 
lutive draught, and continue the elec- 
tuary, omitting the ſnakeroot in its 


December 


* In this, and other caſes where I have not 


mentioned what ſpecies of Ague the patients la- 


boured under, it is to be underſtood that they 


were Regular Intermitting Fevers, and either 


Tertians, or Quartans. 
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December the firlt he took five grains 
of calomel, with the ſolutive draught, 
No. 8, the next day. Theſe medicines 


were repeated December the third. 


And as he had been ſo long ill, the bark 
electuary was continued to the time of 


his being diſcharged cured December 
the ſeventeenth. 


To theſe hoſpital caſes it will be ſut- 
ficient to add one very remarkable in- 
ſtance more, which happened to me in 
private practice. 


CASE: XVI. 


Apeil the fifth 1760 I was ſent for to 
Mr. Daniel a maſter carpenter at Sand- 
hurſt near Glouceſter. His complaint 
was a violent periodical pain in his 
head, attended with a great tightneſs 
upon his breaſt, for which he had been 
bled twice, but without receiving any 
relief. As theſe alarming ſymptoms re- 
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turned every other day, I judged his 
diſorder to be an uncommon Tertian 
Ague, and accordingly treated 1t as 
follows. 


R. Calomel gr. v. 
Succ glycyrrhizæ q. . f. pil ſu- 
mend hac nocte hora ſomni. 


A ſolutive draught was alſo ordered 
to be taken the next morning; and an 
anodyne to be given in the evening af- 
ter the operation of the purge.* 
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On the morning of April the ſeventh 
1 made my patient a ſecond viſit, when 
I found that the paroxyſm had affected 
him W but that he was then in a 


proper 


At the infirmary I gave the apothecary a ge- 
neral direction to adminiſter an anodyne whenever 
the calomel happened to purge rather too much, 
but in private practice I commonly order the 
compoling draught in the evening after the ope- 
ration of the phyſic at all events, 
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proper ſtate to begin upon the febrifuge 
powder. Of this powder I gave him a | 
drachm about the middle of the day, 
and directed 1t to be repeated the fol- 
lowing night at bed time, and to be 
taken afterwards three times every day 
in the abſence of the Fever. 
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The conſequence of the above treat- 4 
ment was, that although the pain in the | 
head, and difficulty of breathing did re- | 
turn after the operation of the calomel; 
yet the violence of theſe ſymptoms was 
greatly mitigated: and after the patient - 
began upon the powders he never found | 
any ug more of them. 
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It was farpixing to obſerve how ſud- | 
denly he recovered his health, and | 
ſtrength, inſomuch that notwithſtanding 
his having been reduced to a very 

weak ſtate by the violence of his fits; 
yet upon April the ninth, when I made 
him my laſt viſit, he appeared to want 
neither phyſic, nor phyſician. How- 

| ever, 
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ever, for ſecurity I prevailed with him 
to continue his powders, for a feè days 
longer, twice a day only. 


As this powder conſiſts of only two 
ingredients, its efficacy muſt be al- 
lowed to proceed from the peculiar 
virtue of one of them, or from the 
united force of both. _ 


The moſt powerful quality of the 
bark is generally thought to be its 
altringency. But Sydenham ſays it does 


not operate in the cure of an Ague by 


that quality. If it did other aſtringents 
would do the ſame, and he ſays he has 


tried the ſtrongeſt ineffectually. How- 
ever if we ſuppoſe it to operate by its 


altringency, or by any other ſpecific 


virtue, three drachms of it is too ſmall 
a quantity to obtain the deſired effect, 


ſince an ounce given alone will often 
prove inſufficient to 1tu5 an Ague, or 
prevent a relapſe. 


The 
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The ſnakeroot promiſes much fairer 
to be the principal ingredient in this 
compoſition. Sydenham tells us that 
he gave a ſcruple of it before the fit 
with ſucceſs. But whether three ſcru- 
ples of ſnakeroot given alone at three 
doſes between the fits would be equally 
effectual as when joined to two drachms 
of the bark, according to the propor- 
tion of the febrifuge powder, I have 
never experienced. 


Although I had the happineſs to ex, 
perience ſuch remarkable ſucceſs at- 


| tending my endeavours in the caſes 


above recited, yet others convinced 
me that I muſt not always expect the 
ſame fortunate events. 


A poor woman who was much 
weakened by giving fuck, and at the 
ſame time obliged to be almoſt per- 
petually. waſhing for her children, was 
under my care as an out-patient at the 
Glouceſter infirmary almoſt a twelve- 

month 
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month without being well cured of an 


Ague. 


The ſame obſervation I made upon 
an honeſt induſtrious poor man, who, 
in order to ſupport a wife, and two 
ſmall children, was conſtantly expoſing 
himſelf to the ſeverity of all kinds of 
weather in hedging, ditching, mowing, 
and other kinds of country buſineſs. 


And in general I have obſerved, that 
in- patients commonly receive a better 


cure of their Intermitting Fe vers in a 
few weeks, than out- patients do in the 
ſame number of months. 


The reaſons for this I apprehend to 


be firſt, my not being able to truſt theſe 


patients often with calomel. 


Secondly, their imprudence, or the 
the neceſſity they are under of expoſing 
themſelves to the ſeventy of the wea- 


ther. And 
Thirdly. 
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Thirdly, the coarſe improper diet 
ey ule. 


However it is no {mall ſatisfaction to 
me to find, that by putting in practice 
the means above recommended, and 
taking proper care to avoid whatever 
may afford a freſh cauſe of the diſeaſe, 
the moll favourable iſſue may, with the 
greateſt probability, be expected in a 
diforder which is frequently very ob- 
ſtinate, and has ſometimes been de- 
clared utterly incapable of cure by any 
thing but a change of ſeaſon. 


When Intermitting; or Continual Fe- 
vers, either by neglect, or the inefhicacy 
of the means uſed for their removal, 
happen to proceed for any conſiderable 
length of time they frequently give riſe 
to a variety of the moſt dreadful 
chronical diſeaſes, as conſumption, 
atrophy, cachexy, &c. owing chiefly 
to obſtructions formed in the meſen- 


teric, pancreatic, and other glands. 
H But 
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But the moſt uſual terminations of ſuch 
caſes are, Dropſies, and indurations of 
'F the liver, happy therefore ſhall we be 
| if by the means above mentioned, or 
any other, we can eſcape ſuch diſorders, 
which have always been found obſti- 
nate, and too frequently fatal. 


U. FP Q--N 1 


ä 


SECTION I. 


Of the Cauſes, and 3 Methods * 
Cure in Dropfies. 


HEN water is collected, and 

has a preternatural ſtagnation, 

in any part of the body, the diſorder 
1s uſually denominated a Dropſy. The 
cauſe of this is always ſome obſtruction 


in the circulation, by means of which 
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the moſt watery parts of the blood, be- 


ing diſcharged from the fineſt ſeries of 
arteries, cannot be taken up by the cor- 
reſponding abſorbent veins; whence 
enſues a Dropſy of that particular part 
where the water happens to be left. 
And from this circumſtance the various 
kinds of Dropſies are diſtinguiſhed, and 


receive their ſeveral appellations, as a 


Dropſy of the head, cheſt, teſticle, &c.* 
Dropſies 


* The preſent treatiſe not being intended as a 


diſſertation upon the Dropſy in all its branches, 


but principally deſigned to ſhew the operation of 


calomel, I ſhall take notice of ſuch ſpecies of 


Dropſy only as I have experienced to have re- 
ceived moſt ſignal relief from this medicine. But 
as it will be made appear that there is no part of 
the human body impervious to the penetration of 
mercurial preparations, the ſucceſs of them in any 
one ſpecies of Dropſy gives room to hope for 
equal benefit from them in the others, excepting 
the hydrocephalus, where a ſalutary evacuation 
of the water, by means of any internal medicine, 
yery rarely, if ever, takes place. 
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Dropſies in general, and eſpecially - 


the anaſarca, are frequently the conſe- 


quences of Fevers in all parts of the 


world. Bontius ſays that the Dropſy 
is the moſt familiar diſeaſe of any to 
the Eaſt-Indies. And the ſame obſer- 
vations have been made by ſome of our 
own countrymen, who have viſited 
thoſe parts in a medical capacity. At 
the ſame time however that we are told 


the Dropſy is more frequent in the Eaſt- 
Indies than in Europe, we are informed 


khat it is moſt eaſily cured there. 


In hot countries a B is uſually 
preceded by an high Fever, attended 


with very violent ſymptoms, and 1s ge- 
nerally the conſequence of an ob- 
ſtruction in the liver. Diſeaſes of the 
liver are not ſo frequent in cold ch- 
mates; yet we of this iſland are not 
without many inſtances where Inter- 
mitting Fevers long continued have 
produced indurations of the viſcera, 
and eſpecially of the liver, the conſe- 
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quences of which have been ſometimes 
a ſuppuration of that viſcus, but more 


frequently a Dropſy. 


As long as Dropſies have been known 


ſo long almoſt has it been evident, that 


the only effectual method of cure is by 
draining off the load of water with 
which it is encumbered. This has been 


attempted by various ways, internally, 


and externally. 


Internally purges, diuretic, and dia- 


phoretic medicines have been given 
with a view to encourage, and promote 


an evacuation of the water by the natu- 


ral diſcharges of ſtool, urine, or ſweat. 


---Externally the latter has been en- 


couraged by the uſe of hot baths, 
ſteams, * hot ſtoves, and warm dry ap- 


plications, 


* In two inſtances I have experienced conſide- 
rable aſſiſtance from a ſweating chair, in the re- 
moval of very obſtinate Dropſies. But in ge- 


ay 
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plications, ſuch as ſalt, ſand, &c. com- 

monly called dry baths. Whilſt open- 

ings made upon the parts immediately 
affected have been intended as artificial 

_ drains to the ſtagnating fluid, under | 

the ſeveral denominations of tapping, 

ſetons, iſſues, and bliſters. | 
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neral, the conſtitutions of hydropic patients have 


appeared to me too much ſhattered to endure ſo 
violent a ſhock. 
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SECTION I. 


Of the Uſe of Calomel in Dropffes. 


HOSE who would wiſh to ſee a 
clear, and concile account of the 


Dropſy, and its different ſpecies, may 


be ſatisfied in their enquiry by conſult- 
ing an eſſay upon that ſubject written 


ſome years ſince by Donald Monro, 
M. D. phyſician to his Majeſty” s army, 
and St. George's hoſpital ; in which he 


has brought- together the practice of 
moſt of the ancient, and modern phy- 
ſicians in that diſorder. Amongſt the 
diuretic medicines he has not omitted 
quickfilver when killed with honey, 


or balſam of ſulphur. As a proof of 


the firſt, he brings ſome caſes where the 
pilulæ 
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pilulæ mercuriales laxantes of the Edin- 
burgh diſpentarory have produced very 
happy effects: and mentions ſome in- 


ſtances alſo of the efficacy of mercury 
Tubdued by balſam of ſulphur. 


He ſays that his father ordered two 
or three doſes of mercurius dulcis to a 
man, who had an univerſal anaſarca, 
and aſcites, which cauſed ſuch a copi- 
ous diſcharge of urine as to remove his 
complaints entirely in one night: and 


that in January 1762 he ordered three 
grains of calomel morning and evening 


to ----- Carter, a ſoldier in the eleventh 
regiment of foot, who laboured under 


an anaſarca, which had come after a 


flux, and had yielded nothing to other 


remedies. This medicine proved 


ſtrongly diuretic, and removed his 
dropſical complaints.* 


I Beſides 


* Monro on the Dropſy, p. 72. 
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Beſides the two cafes above mention- 
ed, I do not remember that Dr. Monro 
gives us any other to {hew the good 


effects of calomel in this diſorder. It 
has indeed been ſometimes mentioned 
by other authors; but as its uſe is by 


no means general in practice, it will 
not I apprehend be thought ſuperfluous 
to add the following cafes, which have 
fallen under my obſervation, in con- 


firmation of the benefits received from 
ſo excellent a medicine. 


CASES, 


WilliamStratford of Cirenceſter, aged 
ſeventy-two, was ſeized in the month 
of Auguſt 1759 with a Regular Inter- 
mitting Fever, which continued to the 


December following; and then became 


irregular. He was alſo afflicted with 


an anaſarca to ſuch a degree, that his 


neck, abdomen, ſcrotum, legs, and all 
parts of his 2 were greatly tumified, 
except 
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except his head, and arms. His urine 
came away involuntarily, and the parts 


from the pulvis downwards were cold 


as clay, and inſenſible to the touch. 
His memory was impaired at all times, 
but in the febrile paroxyſms (which 
laſted eleven hours) it was entirely loſt. 
In theſe deplorable circumſtances Dr. 
Lewis of Oxford, and myſelf, who 
were then upon a conſultation for a 
young lady in the town, were deſired 
to give our aſſiſtance, and wrote the 
following preſcription. 


R. Elect e ſcordio gi. 

Calomel optime lævigat gr. v. flat 
bolus, ſumendus ad duas vices hora 
ſomni. Et mane proximo poſt ſecun- 
dum bolum aſſumptum ſumat hauſtum 
ſequentem. 


R. Infus ſenæ common zii. 
Tinct rhæi ſpirituos 31. m. 


12 R. Sapon 
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R. Sapon dur ziſs. 
Gum ammon zi. 
Sal martis zſs. 
Spec aromatic. 
Rad ſcillæ ſiccat ana gr. xxiv. 
Balſam peruv q. ſ. fiant pilulæ 48 
quarum ſumat iv bis die, diebus a 
catharſi liberis ſuperbibendo hauſtum 
infuſi cinerum geniſtæ. 


R. Emplaſtr e ſapon. 
E galbano ana p. æ. q. ſ. flat em- 


plaſtrum abdomini applicandum. 


The plaiſter was immediately applied 
to one ſide of the abdomen, where was 
to be felt ſuch an hard internal tumour 
as is not unfrequent with patients who 
have laboured for any conſiderable time 
under Intermitting Fevers, and which 
the common people call an Ague- cake. 
A bolus was alſo given the ſame even- 
ing it was preſcribed. 


The 
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The effects were, that he made water 

inſenſibly almoſt the whole night, and 
in ſo large a quantity, that it paſſed 
through a ſack-bag doubled, a coat 
doubled, a blanket, the bed, &c. to 
the floor, where lay a large quantity 
of it. 


The next morning he found himſelf 


much relieved, but made no conſider- 


able quantity of water that day. At 
night he took the ſecond bolus, by 
which he diſcharged water plentifully, 
but not in ſo large quantities as on the 
firſt night. The following morning he 
took the opening draught, according to 
directions, which gave him three mo- 
derate purging ſtools, but not watery, 
by which he was greatly relieved, and 
preſently retained his ſenſes. 


Things having gone on happily thus 
far, the pills were began upon; but in 
leſs time than a week the patient had a 
return of his Ague. Neither Dr. Lewis 


nor 
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nor myſelf being then at Cirenceſter, 
he applied to his apothecary, who gave 


him a bark-electuary, which brought 


on all his former anaſarcous ſwellings, 


but his memory remained perfect. 
Upon this occaſion the apothecary ad- 


miniſtered the medicines before pre- 
ſcribed, and obtained the former 


ſuccels. 


The hydropic ſymptoms being a ſe- 


cond time removed, the Ague again 
returned in an irregular manner, and 


was put a {top to by a medicine that the 
patient procured from a friend, after 
which he ſuffered no relapſe. I ſaw 
this man in April 1761, when he was 
perfectly well, and had been able con- 
ſtantly to attend his duty at a turnpike, 
without having had any return of his 
Dropſy, or Ague; notwithſtanding his 
being oftentimes neceſlarily expoſed to 
the inclemency of the weather by the 


pature of his employment. 


CASE 


and... _—_— 
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CASE U. 


Edward Avery of Glouceſter, aged 
fifteen, was admitted a patient at the 
Glouceſter infirmary September the 
firſt, 1763, having been anaſarcous 
from an Ague for three weeks; and 
when admitted his abdomen appeared 
remarkably large, and tumid. 


I directed a ſaline mixture for him 


with diuretic ſalt, which was con- 


tinued; but with no ſignal benefit, to 
September the fifteenth, at which time 


the following was ordered. 


R. Confect cardiac pi. 

Calomel gr. ii. fiat bolus ſumen- 
dus hac notte, et cras mane ſumat hauſ- 
tum ſequentem. 


R. Infus lenitiv No. 9. 
Tinct rhubarb ana 51. m. 


Thefe 
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Theſe medicines were repeated Sep- 
tember the erghteenth, after which a 


ſcruple of the febrifuge powder was 


given three times a day, and Septem- 
ber the twenty-ninth he was diſcharged 
cured of both Ages and Dropſy. 


CASE It 


Elizabeth Longtord of Cirenceſter, 
aged twenty-eight, was admitted a pa- 


tient at the Glouceſter infirmary April = 
the fourth, 1766. 


In September 1765, having had the 
Ague for ſome time, and being then 
five months gone with child, her legs 


began to ſwell, and ſhe ſaid her face 


alſo, ſo that ſhe was at that time per- 
fectly anaſarcous. She was in hopes 
that theſe complaints would go off after 
her delivery; but was diſappointed. 
Her child appeared to be full of water, 


and lived but two days. And the Ague 
and 
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and ſwellings continued until ſhe was 
admitted at the infirmary, when her 


abdomen appeared to contain no incon- 
ſiderable quantity of water, and ſhe 
was anaſarcous from head to foot. Be- 


ſides which ſhe was exceedingly weak- 


ened by a purging, which had con- 


ſtantly attended her from her firſt 
ſeizure. 


Having ineffeQually attempted to 
ſtop the purging by miſtura cardiac 


No. 10, miſtura aſtringens No. 5, and 


other abſorbents, and anodynes, until 
April the nineteenth, I then ordered 
the following bolus. 


R. Calomel gr. i. 
Opu gr. 1. 
Pulv. contrayerv. cotnp. i. 
Syrup. e cort. aurantior. q. ſ. f. 
bolus. 


This bolus was to be taken at bed- 


time, and four ſpoonsful of the cordial 
K mixture 
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mixture No. 10. were directed to be 
given the next morning, and repeated 


every ſixth hour, with the addition of 


a {ſufficient quantity of laudanum in 
each doſe to reſtrain the purging. This 


ſucceeded, and the patient, who could 
not get out of bed, and was prodigi- 


ouſly ſwoln in all parts, began to get a 
little ground. Finding this check given 
to the violence of her ſymptoms, when 
little or no hopes appeared, April the 


_ twenty-firſt I ordered a repetition of 
the bolus every night, e a purg- 


ing ſhould return.“ 


F rom this time ſhe made great quan- 
tities of urine, by which her ſwellings 


ſubſided conſiderably, and ſhe gained 
_ ſtrength daily. But her breath being 


much en I ordered two of the 
aſthmatic 


* This I did leaſt the opiate might not be ſuſh- 
cient to prevent the calomel from purging when 
given conſtantly, but experience ſhew'd me there 
was no occaſion for that caution. 
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aſthmatic pills No. 11, to be taken every 
morning, and the bolus beſore pre- 
ſcribed to be continued at night. Whilſt 
ſhe was going on ſucceſsfully in this 
courſe an itch, which had not before 
been obſerved, made its appearance, 
and rendered it neceſſary to remove 
her out of the hoſpital to private lodg- 


ings, wherefore ſhe was made an out- 


patient May the firſt. 


Wii the war out of the houſe 1 cr. 


dered ſulphur internally and externally, 


in the uſual forms for curing the itch, 
neglecting for a time the Ague, and 
depending upon what ſhe had already 
taken for farther relieving the hydropic 
ſymptoms. 


Upon her return to the hoſpital June 
the fifth, it appeared that the fwellings 


were totally ſubſided. A cough, which 


had attended her from her firſt ſeizure, 
yet continued, but was much mended, 
and would now permit her to lie down 
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in her bed, which was not the caſe be- 
fore ſhe was made an out-patient. The 


Ague, which had been a Quartan, was 
now 1rregular, and often ſhook her 


twice in a day. 


In this ſtate I directed two of the aſth- 


matic pills to be taken twice a day, and 


in the intervals of tHe Ague fits gave the 
elect. febrifug. No. 2. The Ague be- 
ing ſtopped, Idirected the elect. peruv. 


No. 3, and lohoc No. 12, of each 


equal parts, to be given regularly for 
ſome time. 


By theſe 1 means, at the end of three 
weeks from her re-admiſſion, both diſ. 
orders of Ague, and Dropſy were ſub- 

dued, Her cough was yet trouble- 
Tome, and though able to walk about, 


ſhe remained very weak, Regard being 
had to theſe complaints, proper me- 
dicines were directed, and ſhe was con- 
tinued in the hoſpital to July the 24th, 
ihenſhe ah ons he rn) cured. 

CASE 
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CAS E IV. 


Betty Lawrence of Stawel, aged 
twenty-ſix, ill fix weeks with an aſcites, 
was admitted a patient at the Glouceſter 
infirmary the twelfth of June, 1766. 


The hiſtory ſhe gave of her diſorder 
was as follows. 


Somewhat more than a year preced- 
ing the firſt ſymptoms of the Dropſy 
ſhe had an eruption of large puſtules 
over all parts of her body, and an in- 
flammation of her eyes. Theſe com- 
plaints were removed in about eight 
weeks; but ſhe continued very weak, 
and an eruption of ſmall puſtules yet 
made its appearance now and then upon 
her arms and face. At Michaelmas ſhe 
had recovered her ſtrength ſufficiently 
to go out to ſervice, at Mrs. Maſters at 
the abby in Cirenceſter, and continued 
well till Chriſtmas, at which time ſhe 
had a pain in her right fide; which 
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by bleeding, and taking A | purge or 
two was removed. 
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Abbe Eaſter the pain returned in 
her right ſide, and continued for a 
month, when ſhe began to ſwell in the 
abdomen, and her ſkin had a yellow 
tinge. The medicines ſhe took from 
her apothecary not ſucceeding, but on 
the contrary the tumor increaſing, ſhe 
was tapped about a fortnight before ſhe 
Mi came to the hoſpital. 
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| At the time of her admiſſion ſhe 
1 was evidently filling again, and made 
ſi not above four ounces of water in a 
9 whole day and night, and that ſo highly 
; | _ inflamed as to be almoſt of a ſcarlet 
| . colour. In this ſtate I ordered her a 


pill containing a grain of calomel to be 
7 taken every night, and the following 
| powder to be taken thrice a day. 


R. Pulv. contray. comp. di. 
Nitr. gr. x. m. f. pulvis. 
The 


> 
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The quantity of urine ſhe made ſoon 
1ncreaſed, and the colour of her water 
became lighter in a few days. As ſhe 
= been deſired to meaſure herſelf 
| every day, ſhe found in a fortnight 
: his her ſwelling leſſened, but a ſpitting 
coming on, and pain in the head, ſhe 
was obliged to deſiſt from the uſe of 


calomel, and took Jul. vol. cum nitro 
No. 14 


The pain removed from her head, 
but ſhe made much leſs water than 
when under the former method, where- 
fore I continued the former powders 
without the calomel, and gave her a 


purge or two to carry off the 1 incipient 
ſalivation. 


The abdomen gradually leſſened, 
and a cough, which attended her at, 
and long before her being tapped, and 
which increaſed after that operation,* 


- "© The reaſon of this we may collect very fally 
from the obſervation made by Bontius upon the 
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was entirely removed as the waters 


went off; ſo that in the ſpace of a 


month ſhe was quite free from her 


aſcites, and cough. 


As ſhe was yet languid, and had not 


had her menſes regular from the begin- 
ning of her firſt illneſs, I choſe to keep 
her a little longer in the houſe ; and or- 
dered her the pil. martial. No. 7, by 


which ſhe continued gaining ſtrength, 
and was diſcharged. e cured 
Auguſt the leyenth. 


CASE 


oriental Dropſies, where the liver is principally 
affected. A dry cough, he ſays, and difficulty 


of breathing, accompany this diſeaſe, becauſe the 


liver by its inſertion, and increaſed weight, draws 
the ſeptum tranſverſum backwards, and thence 
the thorax, and lungs are affected; whence theſe 
troubleſome complaints are produced. Bontius 
de medicina indorum p. 255. 
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James Sayſel of Flaxley, aged thirty- 
live, was admitted a patient at the 
Glouceſter infirmary e the fif- 
teenth, 1767. 


This man's employment had been 
about a forge, or furnace where the ore 


is reduced into the metallic form of 


iron. The intenſe heat of the furnace 
muſt neceſſarily increaſe that of his 
body to a great degree above what is 


natural; and his expoſure of himſelf in 


that ſtate to the open air, in all kinds 
of weather, together with à too free uſe 
of cold water, produced an ague, three 


months or upwards before he applied 


to the hoſpital. His Ague was at firſt a 


Quartan. It continued in that ſhape 


for a ſortnight, or three weeks, then 
became a Tertian, and laſtly a Quoti- 
dian. Having a wife, and four ſmall 
children to maintain by the fruits of his 
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own labour only, the dearneſs of pro- 
viſions, which at that time prevailed, 
would not permit him to drink any 


other liquor than water; and as he con- 
tinued working at the furnace, notwith- 


ſtanding his Ague, the heat of his Fever, 
as well as that of the furnace, occaſioned 


his drinking large quantities. 


In this manner he continued "EN work 
at the furnace, for nine or ten weeks 
with the Ague and Fever upon him, at 


which time, hydropic ſymptoms com- 
ing on, he quitted his uſual employ- 


ment, and applied himſelf to threſhing 


and ſuch other kinds of work, where 


he might not be ſo much expoſed to 


the viciſſitudes of heat, and cold. In 


this very induſtrious manner, working 


as much as his ſtrength would allow of, 
he ſpent five weeks more; when his 


Ague coming every day, and being full 
of water in the abdomen, as well as all 
other parts of his body, he was brought 
to the infirmary. 

Though 
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Though he was very full of water, || 
yet having a conſiderable degree of || 
ſtrength, I ordered three grains of ca- | 4 
lomel to be taken three nights ſuc- h | 
ceſhvely, and that a doſe of infuſum _ 1 
lenitivum No. 9, ſhould be taken upon _—_ 
the morning following the laſt doſe. il 
Aſter this he took the aſthmatic pills . 
No. 11, with the ſaline mixture No. 17. =_ 

The Dropſy beginning to abate, and 1 
the intermiſſions of the Ague fits being Wi. 
more diſtin& than at his admiſſion, he 


was directed to take the bark electuary 
No. g, every ſecond hour, with equal 
parts of lohoc No. 12, on account of a 
cough. After the Ague was ſtopped, I 1 
continued the bark and lohoc a drachm 
of each three times a day, and after- 
wards added the aſthmatic pills night 


and ene 
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The water not paſling off by urine ſo 
well as I expected, I added a grain of 
calomel to the pills, and continued the 
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other medicines. The water being 
thus all evacuated, and the Ague and 
cough removed, I gave him a ſaline 


mixture, and the bolus ſolutivus No. 18, 
occaſionally, and finally February the 


twenty-ſix he was diſcharged cured of 


all is complaints. 


CASE VI. 


Mary Clarke of Leonard- hes, 


aged twenty-two, was admitted a pa- 
tient at the Glouceſter infirmary March 


the twelfth 1767, having been ill five 
months with a Dropſy, by which her 
ſtrength was very much impaired. 


The medicines firſt ordered her were 
a ſaline mixture, and bark powdered, 
and directions given to add five drops 
of the thebaic tincture occaſionally, on 
account of a purging ſhe complained of. 
This method was purſued to March the 


erity' ſeventh without any ground 


being 
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being gained in any reſpect, either upon 
the Dropſy or diarrhea. I then or- 


dered the aſtringent mixture No. 5, to 


be taken occaſionally, and the follow- 
ing bolus every 8 


R. Calomel. 
Opii ana gr. i. 
Confect. cardiac. di. f. b 


she took but two of theſe boluſes be- 
fore the ſymptoms of an incipient ſali- 


vation appeared, which obliged me to 


deſiſt from any farther uſe of it. I 
therefore ordered a ſcruple of cordial 
confection to be given night and morn- 
ing, in order to ſupport the patient, 
and reſtrain the purging, and that a 
ſcruple of rhubarb ſhould be taken 
twice a week to ſuppreſs the ſpitting. 


By this method the water was eva- 
cuated very freely by urine, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſpitting continued to April 
the fourteenth, when an itch appearing 


ſhe 
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ſhe was made an out-patient. By this 
time the purging was alſo ſo effectually 
ſuppreſſed, and her ſtrength ſo far in- 
creaſed, that ſhe bore a doſe of the hauſ- 
tus ſolutivus No. 8, very well before 
ſhe went out of the houſe. 


Sulphur in the uſual forms was 
made uſe of externally, and internally, 
and all other medicines omitted, ex- 
cept an antiſeptic gargle to faſten her 
teeth, which were looſe.“ She was 
cured of her itch, and June the fourth 
was diicharged from the hoſpital - in 

health, 


* Tt is remarkable that two grains of calomel 
in this cafe occaſioned a ſalivation, which con- 
tinued fourteen days, yet in the fourth caſe a 
grain was taken for fourteen nights before a 
ſpitting came on, and in the eighth caſe thirty- 
one grains were taken in the ſpace of three 
weeks, and no ſpitting produced. And I have 
heard of much larger doſes being given in a 
ſhorter ſpace of time to hydropic patients without 
any ſalvation, 
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health, without any other medicines 
being directed for her, but thoſe above 
mentioned. 


CASE VI. | 

Thomas Brookes of Sevenhampton, ' 
aged fifty-four, ill three weeks with an Fe 
aſcites and anaſarca, was admitted De- | 
cember the twenty-ninth 176g. Though — 
this patient gave in his diſorder as of Lil 

three weeks ſtanding only, yet it is pro- i \ 

bable that it was of much longer date. 9 


A coſtiveneſs he complained of being | 
relieved by bolus ſolutivus No. 18, I * 
put him upon the aſthmatic pills No. 11, V 
| 


as well with a view to keep the body 
open, as to carry off the water. Theſe 
pills not proving ſufficiently aperient, 
the pulvis purgans No. 19, was given 1 
twice in the firſt week, and continued 5 
afterwards occaſionally. 
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The ſwellings of his abdomen and 
legs being much reduced, I added the 
infuſ. hydropicum No. 20, with an in- 
tent to ſtrengthen the parts as the water 
was drained off. But finding that the 
ſwellings did not continue to ſubſide I 


ordered five grains of calomel to be 
taken at night going to bed, that they 


ſhould be repeated the next night, and 


that the pulvis purgans ſhould be given 
the morning following. 


This entirely anſwered my wiſh; in- 


ſomuch that a faline mixture being 


taken three times a day for a week, 
and continued afterwards with the ad- 
dition of tinct. martis gtt. 20 to each 


doſe, he was diſcharged cured F eÞru- 


oy the ſecond, 127 1 


CASE VIII. 


— Price, a gardener's wife at Glou- 


ceſter, was taken ill with a pain in her 


head, 
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head, and other ſymptoms of a Fever, 
in the beginning of July or Auguſt 1764, 
ſhe was bled, bliſtered, and uſed other 
means for rehef until at laſt the Fever 
became an Irregular Intermittent, and 


continued upon her to September; 


when ſhe ſwelled ſuddenly in her ab- 
domen, and legs. Theſe ſwellings af- 
terwards ſettled in the legs, and thighs 
only, which were {woln to a very con- 


ſiderable degree when I firſt ſaw her 


October the nineteenth. The Inter- 


mitting Fever had not yet left her, but 
continued in an irregular manner. In 
this ſtate of things I ordered a bolus 
containing five grains of calomel, and 
ten of rhubarb to be taken at night go- 
ing to reſt, and that the powder No. 16, 
with the addition of one grain of calo- 
mel, to every doſe, ſhould. be taken 
upon the day following the operation 
of the bolus, and continued. 


November the ſeventh, the anaſar- 
cous ſwellings being very near gone, 
M the 
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the intermiſſions of the Fever being 


diſtinct, and the fits ſlight, I ordered a 
repetition of the bolus, and that after- 


wards half a drachm of the pulvis febri- 


fugus No. 1, ſhould be given three 
times a day. November the ſeventeenth 
all the ſymptoms of Ague and Dropſy 
were entirely removed, and ſhe had 
no relapſe. 


CASE IX. 


A lady, who had for many years been 


ſubject to hydropic complaints, was 


viſibly anaſarcous from head to foot, 
and had water in her abdomen (which 
might not only be felt, but heard, upon 


_ preſſure, in the ſame manner as the 


daſhing of water may be perceived 
upon ſhaking a caſk in which it is con- 
tained) came under my care, and was 
treated in nearly the ſame manner as 
the preceding, excepting the pulvis fe- 
brifugus. The "fame happy conſe- 

quences 
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quences likewiſe attended this caſe, 
the hydropic ſymptoms having been all 


removed upwards of two years. 


In the inſtances above mentioned 


the operation of calomel was chiefly as 
a diuretic. And yet by the concealed 
itch being thrown out upon Elizabeth 
Langford, caſe the third, and Mary 
Clarke, caſe the ſixth, one ſhould ſup- 
poſe that in thoſe caſes at leaſt it had a 


tendency to the pores of the ſkin, as 


well as to the urinary paſſages. But I 
ſhall not here enter into a diſſertation 
upon the operation of calomel, as I 


propoſe making ſome general remarks 
upon it after I have finiſhed my hiſtory 


of its effects. I cannot however quit 
this ſubject before I have admoniſhed 
the unexperienced not to look upon 
calomel as a ſpecific in Dropſies, not- 


withſtanding the great ſucceſs that at- 


tended it in the caſes now recited, and 
in others that might be mentioned ; 
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ſince it will ſometimes fail, whilſt other 
medicines will ſucceed. But in general, 


as ſuch ſmall doſes are attended with 


ſuch very beneficial effects, it is ſurely 


not only fate, but commendable to 


give it a trial in all hydropic caſes, pro- 


vided it be adminiſtered in a prudent 
and proper manner. 
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SECTION II. 
_ Of the Uſe of Bath Water in Dropſies. 


| by order to promote an evacuation of 
the urine in hydropic caſes, I know 


not a more friendly aſſiſtant to calomel 


than our Bath waters, which are well 


known to correct the bile, and ſtrength- 


en the habit, at the ſame time that they 
prove remarkably diuretic. 


Jones, one of the firſt writers upon 
the uſe of the Bath waters, in the year 
1572, places dropſies in his liſt of diſ- 
caſes cured by them.“ And the ſhort, 
| plain 


This obſervation is confirmed by Oliver on 
Bath Water, page 92. But he recommends 
bathing at the ſame time, as do alſo Guidot, Pierce, 
and other writers. 
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plain rules he lays down for drinking 
the waters in general are ſo well adapt: 
ed to promote their diuretic quality, 
that I cannot but ſuppoſe he had this 
particular diſeaſe in view. His rules 
are theſe. 


Firſt. About an hour after ſun- 
riſing drink the water out of the ſpring; 
the body being firſt well purged, and 
digeſtion fulfilled. 


Secondly. Sa much water as ſhall 
not be grievous to 2 the ſtomach may be 
drank. 


Thirdly. After drinking the water 
the party muſt walk gently a few paces 
in a temperate air.“ 


Guidot, 


* Jones's Bathe of Bathe's Ayde, page 28. 
— The patient being directed to walk gently in a 
temperate air ſhews that the waters were intended 
to paſs by urine. For if ſtronger exerciſe was 
uſed, or the patient walked in a warm air, the 
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Guidot, who in the year 1676 re- 
vived drinking the Bath waters after 
they had fallen into diſcredit, and 
almoſt total diſuſe, occaſioned by an 
irregular, unſeaſonable, and unadviſed 
uſe of them, recommends them in the 
dropſy.* And Pierce, who in 1697 
publiſhed his obſervations made in 
three and forty years practice at Bath, 
mentions ſeven or eight, and ſays he 
could have added many more caſes 
where the Bath waters were of great 
ſervice in very obſtinate dropſies. 
Some of theſe are ſo very extraordinary, 
that I ſhould not do juſtice to the waters 
if I neglected giving a ſhort account 
of them. 


Obſervation 1ſt. A tiphng butcher 


was ſwoln from head to foot by an ex- 


quiſite 


water might paſs off by the pores of the ſkin. And 
if the air was cold they might then be evacuated 
by ſtool. | 

* Guidot de Theniti Britannicis, page 286. 


tion. 
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quifite aſcites and anaſarca, and, as 18 
not unuſual in that diſeaſe, was exceſſive 


thirſty, the more he drank the more he 


craved for drink, and the leſs he dif- 
charged by urine. After preſcribing a 
purge or two of jalap the doctor put him 
upon the waters to quench his exorb1- 
tant thirſt, which the Bath water in- 


fallibly does in all cafes beyond any 
other liquor. In ten days he apparently 


got ground, by loſing girt, and thus 
repeating, once a week, his former 
purge, in about ſix or feven weeks time 
he was reduced to his priſtine ſhape. 
After which fome ſtrengthening bitters 


being given he was difmiſſed perfectly 


cured. He continued well a year at 
leaſt (the Dr. thinks two or three) when 


returning to his old courſes the Dropſy 


returned, and his apothecary by the 
ſame means recovered him a ſecond, 
and third, if not a fourth time; and 
laſtly he died of an Inward e 


Obſ. 
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Obſ. 2d. Mr. Comin of Chelmsford 


in Eſſex, aged more than forty, was 
ſcorbutical, hydropical, and aſthmati- 
cal, and prodigiouſly ſwoln from head 
to foot. Upon the road he conſulted 
four phyſicians, who all diſſuaded him 
from coming forward; one telling him 
that the bath would kill him, being per- 
nicious ina Dropſy, and not beneficial 
in the aſthma. And Doctor Pierce him- 
ſelf had no expectation but that he 
would die at Bath. However, after 


vomiting and purging, he was put upon 


drinking the waters, which paſſed 


ſooner, and better than could reaſona- 
bly have been expected, conſidering 
he could uſe little or no exerciſe with 


them, by reaſon of the ſhortneſs of his 


breath, and the weakneſs and bigneſs 
of his limbs, and belly. 


x Beyond expectation he got ground 


daily of all his ſymptoms, His appe- 
tite increaſed upon bathing (which 
ney leflens it for the preſent) he 
| N therefore 
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therefore interpoſed that with drinking 
the waters, and was by both manifeſtly 
relieved; ſo that in ſix weeks, or two 


months time, he went back recovered 
to a miracle. He came a ſeaſon or two 


afterwards, but rather to confirm what 


he had got than upon any new occaſion. 


Obſ. 3d: A grocer at Taunton, aged 
forty-ſix, came to Bath with his legs, 


and thighs greatly ſwoln, and ſo weak 


as hardly able to ſupport himſelf: he 


had large red, and livid ſpots in both, 


made very little water, and that highly 


tinctured with bile as in a jaundice. 


His countenance, and whites of his 
eyes ſhared in the ſame diſcolour, and 
under all this horribly deſponding and 


_ melancholy. 


In thefe circumſtances the doctor 
ſcrupled at his bathing, fearing bis li- 
ver was not ſound, in which caſe the 
uſe of the bath is not ſo juſtifiable a re- 
medy. As to | drinking the waters, 

which 
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which the doQor earneſtly preſſed, 


he had been too much uſed to ale, 
cyder, wine, and ſpirits to be eafily 
perſuaded to ſo inſipid a liquor. How- 


ever, a week's deliberation upon bath- 


ing being obtained, he took purges, 


with other medicines, and the waters 


between whiles. 


Theſe things changed his counte- 


nance, and the colour, and quantity 


of his water in ſome meaſure; and 


then, though ſooner than the doctor 
wiſhed, into the bath he went. And 


thus by medicines, and drinking, and 


bathing between whiles, he mended 


alſo the ſhape and colour of his legs, 
got ſtrength in them, and returned at 
five or fix weeks end to his own home, 
very much advantaged 1n all reſpects. 
And ſome years after the doctar re- 
ceived thanks from him. 


Obſ. 4th. An inn-keeper, aged ſixty, 
beſides the ſymptoms mentioned in the 
N 2 laſt 


——— ᷑——— — 
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laſt. obſervation, brought with him to 
Bath in the month of May a violent 
cough, and his lower limbs were more 
enervated, inſomuch that he could not 
ſtand upright, much lets go at all. He 
took medicines, bathed, and drank the 
waters, and in five or fix weeks re- 
turned home able to go about his bu ſi- 
neſs. He came again in September fol- 
lowing; the better to ſecure his re- 
covery before the approach of winter, 
which he paſſed, not only without re- 
lapſe, but even then got more ground 
of all his ſymptoms; whereas formerly 
they uſually increaſed, and were more 
afflictive to him at that ſeaſon. 


The remaining obſervations I ſhall 
paſs over, though well deſerving at- 
tention, leaſt I may be thought too te- 
dious, and ſhall only remark, that of 
the four remaining patients three of 
them were upwards of fifty years of 
age. Theſe caſes, fo particularly re- 
lated by an old experienced phyſician 


at 


„ 
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at the latter end of his life, muſt give 


us an high opinion of the excellency of 


theſe waters. But what more eſpeci- 


ally has confirmed me concerning their 
efficacy in Dropſies, and bilious diſor- 
ders is my on experience. 


Before I reſided at Bath I was much 
troubled with bilious complaints, and 
was twice. within the ſeven years 1 


practiced at Glouceſter obliged to 
come to Bath on account of two very 
obſtinate attacks from a jaundice. The 


waters were each time of great ſervice, 
and relieved me for the time, but their 
effects were not permanent. 


To carry off the accumulated bile, I 
occaſionally, when at Glouceſter, had 
recourſe to {ſmall doſes of calomel, 
and uſed ſuch other medicines as the 
nature of my caſe ſeemed to require, 

but I was ſeldom free from the follow- 
ing ſymptoms. -A pain in the ſtomach, 
---an uncertain appetite,---1rregularity 
with 
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with regard to ſtools, being troubled 
either with a coſtiveneſs, or a purging, 
and the ſtools, either deficient in the 
biliary tinge, or too highly ſaturated 
with 1t,---flatulency,---flying pains in 
various parts,---diſturbed ſleep, and 
reſtleſs nights,----a dull obtuſe pain - 
almoſt always in the right fide,---a yel- 
lowneſs frequently appearing in my 
face, and eyes,---breath very ſhort upon 
walking, or uſing any exerciſe,---and 
at the time I came to Bath a general 
leucophlegmacy, or anaſarca was ev1- 
dent from the tightneſs of the wriſts 
and collars of my ſhirts, which became 
too large after I had drank the Bath 
waters for ſome time ; notwithſtanding 
J became in general more robuſt. 


Three grains of calomel with five of 
rhubarb was my common doſe for 
cleanſing the firſt paſſages, which it 
always effected without any other af. 
ſiſtant. As a diuretic, corrector of the 


Ie, and corroborant I depended upon 
NN the 


9 
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the Bath water only, and have the ſa- 


tisfaction to find all my complaints gone. 


. 


When at any time a pain in my ſto- 
mach, or coſtiveneſs happened to re- 
turn, a glaſs or two of the King's-bath 
water certainly removed it: and yet I 
was once cured of a very obſtinate di- 
arrhœa by drinking the ſame bath wa- 
ter. But to effect theſe different pur- 
poſes the water muſt be drank in dif- 
ferent quantities. 
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58 2 C 101 ON IV. 
U the Effet; of Purges i in Drobfes. 


URGES have been PEE WEI 


4 in Dropfies by the beſt authorities: 
and we are particularly adviſed to take 
care that they be ſufficiently ſtrong, to 
remove the cauſe with expedition, and 


often enough repeated to prevent a re- 


lapſe. This is not only the advice of 
the ancients, but the practice is alſo en- 


couraged by the opimons of Sydenham, 


and Boerhaaye amongſt the moderns. 


When water 1s contained in the ca- 
vity of the inteſtines alone, and the pa- 


tient young, and ſtrong, a copious and 


quick diſcharge by ſtool has been pro- 


moted with advantage. Thus we are 
told 


n 


a 


0 


3 
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old by Vanſweiten in his comment to 
Boerhaave's aphoriſm 1247, that he 
gave a no leſs powerful cathartic at a 
doſe than two ounces of jalap, and four 
grains of turbith mineral. Two doſes 
only of this medicine were given, and 
operated ſo effectually that an anaſarca 
and aſcites totally ſubſided, and the 
patient was perfectly recovered. But 
then the Baron adds that the patient 
was ſtrong, never ill before, and did 
not exceed the thirtieth year of his age. 


The following remarkable caſe hap- 


pened within my knowledge, where a 


Dropſy was removed by a purgative 
medicine only. But at the ſame time 
I think it neceſſary to obſerve that the 
two next ſhew us that conſiderable cau- 
tion is required whenever we make a 
liberal uſe of cathartics 1n dropſical 
caſes. 


g 


0 CASE 
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CASE HH 


Thomas Jones of Glouceſter, na- 
turally a ſtrong bony man, forty-five 


years of age, had a Dropſy by metaſ- 


taſis, in the following manner, 


September the fifteenth 1763 hav- 


ing been ill three weeks with a pain in 


his bowels, and ſome times a purging, 


he was admitted a patient in the Glou- 


ceſter infirmary. Lubricating, narco- 
tic, abſorbent, and aromatic medicines 
with rhubarb were occaſtonally uſed, 


and the patient was diſcharged cured 
November the third. This cure how- 


ever proved but temporary. For he 
returned to the hoſpital, with the ſame 


complaint, upon the twenty-ninth of 


the December following. 


The ſame medicines which ſeemed 
to have given relief before, together 
with the warm bath, proved now in- 


effectual. 
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effectual. January the twenty- fourth 


1764, blood was oblerved to come 
away by ſtool. This laſt complaint, 
added to the others continued to May the 
twenty-fourth, when the patient being 
conliderably emaciated, and in no re- 
!pect mended in his health, was diſ- 
charged no better. 


After he had quitted the houſe ſome 
months I was ſurprized to meet him 


walking Glouceſter ſtreets in apparent 


good health. And upon enquiry found, 
that ſome time after his diſcharge his 
tormer complaints left him, and as thoſe 
went off gradually he percerved a 
Dropſy advance, until at laſt his whole 
body was ſwoln from head to foot. 


Being in this ſituation, a neighbour ad- 


viſed him to take ſome jalap, which at- 
ter two or three doſes entirely removed 
his Dropſy. 


The pain in this perſons abdomen 
was general, but chiefly about the criſt 
O 2 of 
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of the os ilium, where a tumor was of- 
ten, but now always to be felt, much 
about the ſigmoid flexure of the colon, 
which I took to be a part of that inteſ- 
tine inflated. He often voided large 
quantities of blood by ſtool, without 
any other fœces, and at other times had 
ſtools without any blood attending 
them. Whether this blood was dif 
charged from a cyſt, or from the arte- 
ries as in a dyſentery, we may eaſily 


account for the acceſs of a Dropſy, 


from the impoveriſhed ſtate of the 


blood, after ſo much of it had paſſed off 


by the flux. 


Thus Dropſies often follow too fre- 
quent venefections, uterine hæmorr— 


hages, &c. But how a Dropſy ariſing 


from a debility proceeding from an im- 


poveriſhed ſtate of the blood ſhould be 


cured by jalap alone, without the aſſif- 
tance of corroborants, ſeems ſomewhat 
difficult to determine. This is the only 


caſe I ever knew cured of a Dropſy by 
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a purgative medicine only. And in 
my own practice I have never attempted 
it ſince the fatal event which attended 
the following patient, who was admit- 
ted at the Glouceſter infirmary upon 


the ſame day that Jones made his firſt 


appearance there. 


CASE I 


Rachael Champion, aged lifty-four, 
ill fix weeks with an aſcites, was ad- 
mitted September the fifteenth 1763. 


As a difficulty of breathing attended 
the aſcites, I ordered her the aſthmatic 
mixture. After ſome days trial of this 
medicine, the patient being languid, 


and little urine made, I directed the 


faline mixture with the addition of a 
ſcruple of diuretic falt, and the ſame 
quantity of cordial confection to every 
doſe. This laſt medicine occaſioning 
uneaſineſs in the inteſtines the follow- 
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ing was directed, viz, Lac ammonia— 


cum, and aſthmatic mixture of each 


two ounces, ſyrup of orange peel an 
ounce. To be taken three large ſpoons- 


ful night and morning. 


Gaining but little ground with theſe 


medicines, I directed a doſe of the ſa- 


line mixture with a ſcruple of cordial 
confection, and a drachm of oxymel of 
ſquills to be taken night and morning. 
This medicine was afterwards given 


three times in a day, but then it purged 
too violently; wherefore J increaſed 
the quantity of the cordial confection, 
and diminiſhed that of the oxymel of 


ſquills to half a drachm of each. 


From the time ſhe began upon the 
ſquill medicines the tumor of her ab- 
domen ſubſided gradually, and her 


breath became more eaſy until October 


the ſecond, when going to ſtool ſhe 
died ſuddenly in the neceſſary, having 


declared about a quarter of an hour 


before 
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before her death, that ſhe was then as 


well, and as eaſy as ever ſhe was in 
her life. 


The unexpected death of this patient 
appears to have been occaſioned by too 
ſudden an evacuation of water by ſtool. 
And yet the quantity of cordial con- 

fection having been increaſed, and that 
of the ſquills diminiſhed, ſome days 
before her departure, one could not 
have had any ſuſpicion of ſuch an 
event. 


CASE II. 


A gentleman of my acquaintance, 
upwards of fifty, who had an aſcites, 
died, exactly in the ſame manner as 
this woman, under the operation of a 
common purge, which had been order- 
ed by his phyſician. Should not ſuch 
inſtances as theſe make us cautious 1n 
the uſe of ſtrong purges, and incline us 

rather 
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rather to give ſuch as act more mode- 


rately, and at the ſame time have a 


tendency to promote the urinary diſ- 
charge; eſpecially as Sydenham,* who 
had great confidence in ſtrong purges, 

had recourſe to diuretics for perſons of 
weak conſtitutions; and confeſſes that 
e by the uſe of theſe alone he had ſeen 
* deſperate dropſical caſes cured in 
* thoſe perſons whoſe weak habits 
5 would not bear purges.“ FERN» 


„ Tractat de hydrope, p. 629. 
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SECTION: Y:; 


Of Tapping, Scarifications, Setons, J,. 
fues, and Bliſters in Droppees. 


TT lame objection that is made 
| 4 againſt evacuating the water of 
Dropſies ſuddenly by the uſe of ſtrong 
hydragogue purges, namely the faint- 
ing, or death that ſometimes enſue, 
holds equally good againſt tapping : 
but when this operation is performed, 
the inconveniences above mentioned 
are generally guarded againſt by the 
application of rollers, or bandages, to 
the abdomen; by which the inteſtines 
being kept cloſely preſſed upon the 
large blood veſſels, theſe laſt cannot di- 
late, as they would otherwiſe do, upon 


the preſſure of the water being taken off. 
P And 
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And in caſe of ſuch a dilatation the 
blood being received into thoſe yield- 
ing arteries, in larger quantities than 
uſual, would deſert the head, and oc- 
caſion faintings, and death, of which 
ſeveral inſtances happened before this 
neceſlary caution was obſerved: 


A fatal event may alſo happen by the 
ſame means in conſequence of ſcarifi- 
cations, of which I remember an in- 


ſtance that happened whilſt I attended 
St. Thomas's hoſpital. A ſtrong robuſt 
man, labouring under an anaſarca to a 
very great degree, was, within a few 


days after his admiſſion, ſcarified upon 
tis ancles. The water was evacuated 
plentifully, and the tumified body ſub- 
ſided to admiration ; but he died within 
two days after the operation was per- 
formed. 8 


Setons, iſſues, and bliſters, as they 


cevacuate the water more {lowly are not 
ſo liable to the above objections: there 
f are 


THE WROPSY, 115 


are however inconveniencies attending 

the uſe of theſe ſuſficient to make us 

wiſh to avoid them. The ancients had 

a great opinion of theſe topical reme- 
| dies, and the Egyptians were particu- 
| larly fond of ſcarifications in order to a 
radical cure. Proſper Alpinus how- 
| ever complains, that many who were 
| entirely cured of immenſe dropſical 
| ſwellings by ſcariſications, yet died by 
mortifications of the legs and feet cauſed 
by the inciſions. * At preſent I beheve 
they are generally uſed as auxiliaries, 
rather than principals in the cure of a 
Dropſy. And when any of theſe ex- 
ternal drains have been found of tem- 
porary, or laſting ſervice, I very much 
doubt whether the diſorder might not 
have received as effectual, and radical a 
cure by internal means without their 
aſliſtance. 


Ps. al 


* Proſper Alpinus de medicina Ægyptiorum 
ID. iii. p. 221. 
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Diſeaſes of the LIVER. 


SECTION I. 
Of Indurations of the Liver. 
Wr. difficult taſk it has always 


been imagined to remove In- 
durations of the Liver, may be col- 


lected from various authors, whoſe 


opinions are in general delivered to- 
gether in the following manner by 
Vanſweiten, in his ingenious comment 
upon Boerhaave's aphoriſm 930. 
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“All practical phyſicians well know 
how rare it is to make a cure of a 
Dropſy whoſe cauſe is a diſorder of 
the abdominal viſcera, more eſpeci- 
* ally of the Liver. For although by 
** tapping, or any other evacuation, the 
* waters may be diſcharged from the 
** abdomen; yet the productive cauſe 
* ſtill remaining, often inflexible to 
* all remedies, will procure a return of 
the Droply, and that frequently i in a 
* very ſhort time.“ 


66 
cc 


cc 


In this dangerous ſlate, nothing that 
I have ever experienced acts ſo ſpeedy, 
and effectual uponIndurations of the Li- 
ver as calomel. What is called anAgue- 
cake was totally removed in the caſe of 
Stratford before mentioned page 68, 
and in ſeveral others who have come 
under my care with IntermittingFevers, 
and Dropſies. And I had the pleaſure 
to obſerve its remarkable effects in the 
two following caſes, where the tumor, 
and Induration of the Liver was the 
principal 
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principal object, unattended by a 
Dropſy. | 


CASE 6 


William Maſon of Hartpury, aged 
thirty-three, was admitted a patient at 
the Glouceſter Infirmary June the fif- 
teenth, 1769. He had been ill ſome 
conſiderable time with a tumor in the 
region of the Liver; and a fiſtulous 
ulcer ſhewed itſelf in his right fide, 
about a week before his admiſſion. 
When admitted he looked pale, was 
very much emaciated, had a cough, 
attended with night ſweats, and in all 
appearance was getting hectic very faſt. 


Whilſt Mr. Cheſton, one of the ſur- 
geons to the hoſpital, with his uſual 
{kill and addrels, took care of the ulcer, 
I endeavoured to reſtrain the night 
| {weats, and at the ſame time moderate 
the cough, by giving him equal parts of 

lohoc 
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lohoc No. 12, and elect. peruv. No. 35 


of which he was to take often. 


He went on taking this medicine only 
to July the tenth, when having gained 
ſome ſtrength, I ventured to give him 
five {grains of calomel, which were 
purged off the next morning with the 
hauſtus ſolutivus No. 8. Theſe medi- 


cines agreeing very well, I repeated 


them July the fifteenth, and July the 
__ eighteenth gave a general direction for 
them once every week. 


By obſerving theſe directions, and 
continuing the medicine firſt ordered 


throughout the whole time, he loſt his 


ſweats, and cough, and the wound 


being heal'd, his ſtrength return'd 
together with his fleſh, and he was 
diſcharged cured Auguſt the ſeven- 
teenth. 
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CASE II. 


John james of Lidney, aged fry. 
ill eight weeks with a pain in his fide, 
was admitted a patient at the Glouceſter 
infirmary June the firſt, 1769. He 
looked pale and cachectic, with a yel- 
low tinge upon the ſkin, and had a bad 
appetite, and pain 1n the fide. 


Having taken a purge of the houſtus 
ſolutivus the day after his admiſſion, 

he began upon the ſaline mixture No. 
17. After he was fettled in the hoſpi- 
tal I examined the abdomen by the 
touch, and found that the Liver was 
prominent, and hard, upon which I 
ordered him to continue the ſaline mix- 
ture, and to take five grains of calomel, 


and a ſcruple of rhubarb at night twice 
a week. 


The rhubarb not opening the body 
ſufficiently, I directed the calomel at 


2 night, 


122  Es8AyY upon 


night, and the hauſtus ſolutivus the 
next morning. To be repeated twice 
a week, as with the rhubarb. 


In this method he continued to July 
the eighth, when the tumor being en- 
tirely ſubſided, his complexion become 
more florid, the yellowneſs gone, and 
his appetite and ftrength reſtored, he 
was diſcharged cured. As the caſe ap- 
peared to be ſo dangerous, and the 
cure effected ſooner than could have 
been expected, I would willingly have 
continued this patient in the houfe ano- 
ther week, but he finding himſelf per- 
fectly well and able to work deſired to 
go home to his avon; tl 


Bontius, who practiſed ohyſic at Ba- 
tavia in 1629, mentions an inflammation 
of the Liver, and conſequent Indura- 
tion, as one of the moſt frequent diſ- 
eaſes not only at Batavia, but over the 
Eaſt-Indies in general. He recom- 
mends the cooling regimen, and directs 

| his 
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his principal intention of cure to open. 


ing the body gently, and promoting 
urine. This he attempted by giving 
tamarinds, and caſlia, with terpentine. 


Doctor Lind confirms the remark of 
Bontius, as to the frequency of this 
complaint in thole hot countries, and 


obſerves that it prevails moxe eſpecially 


on the Coromandel coaſt.* 


As to. the cure, he hk that the Fe- 
yer being abated by bleeding, and a 
gentle purge, immediately recourſe 
mult be had to mercury, as a ſpecific in 
this difeaſe, and that by calomel taken 


inwardly, and the mercurial ointment 


applied outwardly, on or near the part, 
a gentle ſalivation of fifteen, or twenty 
days continuance mull be raiſed. 


He alſo adds that he has given mer- 
curials with ſucceſs to a number of pa- 


Q 2 diente 


* Lind's eſſay on diſeaſes of hot countries, p. 88. 


— 
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tients who coming from the Eaſt-Indies 
ſuffered a return of the diſorder when 
in England, and that in three caſes 
where mercury was not adminiſtered, 
the Liver came to a ſuppuration, of | 
which two of the patients died. ( 


41 


Laſtly he concludes his encomiums 
upon the efficacy of mercury in Liver 
caſes in the following words. 


e uſe of mercury in ſuch caſes 
re may appear empirical; but by the 
experience of all who have practiſed 
„ phyſic in India, it has been approved 
* as a moſt ſafe and excellent method 


* of cure.”----Lind's eſſay, page 89.* 0 
* : 

a 

Py Fe 494 g 

* A remarkable teſtimony in confirmation of u 
this aſſertion is juſt publiſhed by Mr. Crawford, m 
late ſurgeon to the Earl of Middleſex Eaſt-India- tl 
man. Upon his paſſage home twenty⸗ eight of the th 
ſhips crew had large [wellings of the Mn tl 
like a Droply, Abend with ſuch a difficulty of 5 


5 reſpiration as to approach near ſuffocation, ang, J 


- 


Difeaſes of the LivER. 125 


S ECT: ON: 


Of the Uſe of Bath Water in Diſeaſes 
| of the Liver. 


HE known efficacy of Bath waters 

in Liver caſes, atteſted by phyſi- 
cians who formerly practiſed at Bath, 
| and at all times evident to perſons re- 


. hiding 


other dangerous ſymptoms. Three of the men 


| died, and a neceſſary diſſection being made of one 


of them it appeared that the diſorder, hitherto 


unknown to Mr. Crawford, was a monſtrous en- 
largement of the Liver. Very fortunately he 
gave ſmall doſes of calomel to the ſurvivors, and 
upon their arrival at Erith, from being unable to 
move from one ſituation to another, and many of 
them labouring for breath in a terrible manner, 
they were all, except two, able to walk out of 
the ſhip, moſt of them recovered of their diſorder; 
15 were the others allo, upon admiſſion into the 
London hoſpitas. 
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ſiding here, rendered it as I thought 
unneceſſary to add any thing more to 
what I have already obſerved upon 
their uſe in ſuch caſes. But having 
found them ſpoken of ſlightingly by 
ſome phy ſicians who hve at a diſtance, 


and the benefits received at Bath attri- 


buted to medicines, and the amuſle- 
ments of the place, rather than to any 
pecuhar virtue in the waters, I think it 


a duty incumbent upon me to add, 


ſomething farther upon this ſubject. 


Jones, who is the oldeſt writer upon 
Bath water, that I have at preſent an 
opportunity of conſulting, appears to 
have been acquainted with their uſe in 
Liver caſes. He mentions bathing, and 
drinking, and ſets down hardneſs and 
coldneſs of the Liver as one of the diſ- 


eales where the Bath waters are eſpeci. 
ally uſeful.* 


Jorden, 


* Jones's Bath's ayde, p. 6. 
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Jorden, who wrote wit drinking 
| the waters was out of faſhion, ſays, that 


„ bathing in them does mollify, and dliſ- 


| culs hard tumors. 

; Guidot, by whoſe influence the in- 
8 ternal uſe of Bath waters was revived, 
: recommends drinking them, as being 


| of great ſervice in diſorders of the ſto- 


mach, Liver, and ſpleen.“ 


5 Doctor Pierce, after forty years ex- |: 
1 perience of the waters, informs us, that | 
ſcirrhous tumors of the abdomen have | 

| been relieved by drinking theſe waters, — 
"| bathing being ſometimes interpoſed. + I; 
5 Oliver ſays, Bath water renders all - ö | 
the juices in the body more fluid, pro- i 
motes | 

1 

en, || Jorden of the nature and uſes of Bath wa- I 
ter, p. 138. | | 

* Guidottus de thermis britannicis, p. 282. | 

T Bath memoirs or oblervations in forty-three i 

years practice, p. 324. 9 


—— — 
* —_—_ . al wr wr by mat = 
— A 


— — > rc 
— 
a 5 * 
N 


— 
Yoo * 


OE ED 8 
E 


* - "> 
5 - 9 
2 — 3 — — — < * 2 — N 
I * rr 2 1 — 2 ys — ** — R 8 == _ — 
7 * =, _— 2 — mem CE . oy 5 — To — = 2 . 2 Ph 8 ER I s - _ < PI — — 4 IP eds A = ne == 2 8 
< . 7 — —— - — 46 - = — — 4 "wy" XL 5 <A A 2 - * > 2 — = I <_—_— _—_ — —— — — 2 ns” LAME hi X | a 
6 5 — 5 4 A — "I I 8 - — — — — n — . 3 . - — — — a Mar ompgens 1 ” — — — — — — _ Fe — 
— — HEL, * — : - — —— . — — —7 — —— — — —— — = — I”: - o k - — — — ww — — * 
wires Oat r . 3 SALT > — — — — . . wg * - 952 o L f Ba, —— - _ * — ” . Y - 5 
— pes - 1 F 4 — 5 — . —— 5 . ” 2 . 3 > * —ꝓ— — — Res * - * 
— 2 ann — — — — — — — 21 —— _ — — — — — — - — 33 4 ——äͤ —; — — * oa 
* < — "y 5 —— — * — — * — - 6 — - . - - <— os, _ Y ai 22 — — 5 — — — — — — — q . — N * 
” —— ů— * —— — — — — —— —* — — wy — — — * „ _ 
4 - WIVES — - WT _ 6 — — — P WI you —_— . — 2 — 6 — _ =. - 4 — D RR C7 * #2 — — 
— — — AIR — — . Us © * A 
1 2 n * * , 
. — ag KEY? 1 — * * Y » of. - * I x 2 P 4 — acremmen Zan — 2 * * = " 8 * " — v 1 * * * _ — 
— * 2 <3 — Sub Soha 32 2 — a 2 — « - . l oy ts — - > — — - — — — 1 — — — —-— — en ” 
* 7 r rx — ac - - , 7 * 2 - * 0 5 — —— * —— — 2 —— IP—_ 
* * n 1 . =. * — 5 - 9 — 2 — — — - 1 — 2 * < a pay — Vw —. 2 TN — 2 * - - 
> - - 3 — 2 — « - 4 2 — as urs nt 2 ——— — my — Re — — — — — — . 2 5 — — — , - - — 


—ͤ—ñ—ͤ— ]—— —— —— a 


128 ESSAY upon 


motes their circulations, and due ſecre- 


tions. Whence obſtructions of the vif- 


cera, ſpleen, and Liver are removed. 
—— He ſays alſo, that in the jaundice 
nothing is more proper than Bath water, 
whoſe cleanſing, opening, diſſolving, 


diuretic, and ſtrengthening qualities are 
admirably well ſuited to its cure, 
purging now and then the body 


gently. 2 


Even Doctor Lucas, who endea- 
vours to take from Bath waters moſt of 


the good qualities aſſigned to them by 
others, allows that acrimony, and re- 
dundance of bile are effectually reme- 
died by a pam courſe of theſe ſu- 
bacid waters.“ 


After 


4 Oliver's practical dillertation on Bath wa- 
ters, page 48. 

+ Thid. p. 94. 

Lucas on Bath water, ſect. 294. 
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After ſo many teſtimonies of the uti- 


| lity of theſe waters in diſorders of the 
Liver, publiſhed by phyſicians of emi- 
| nence who practiſed upon the ſpot, it 
| is very ſurprizing to find a gentleman, 
of acknowledged candor and ability in 
his profeſſion, expreſling his opinion of 
| them in the following terms. | 


The waters of Bath have oe cre- 


dit of being ſerviceable in a jaundice. 


*© But it muſt be obſerved, that icteric 
patients generally recover wherever 
* they are; and it may be doubted, 


© whether they recover the ſooner for 


* the uſe of theſe waters. However; 
there can be no medical reaſon for 


diſſuading any one in a fimple jaundice 


from going to Bath; becauſe the wa- 
ters are perfectly ſafe, and the proper 
medicines may be taken there, as 


** cancy from care in ſuch public places, 

* together with the change of air, and 
* water, and objects, may be of ſome 
R © uſe 


well as any where elſe; while the va- 


* — - 
os 10 a * * * — — 
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© uſe to the general health, and thereby 
facilitate the cure of this, 
often do of many : other chronical 
* diſorders. 


That the uſe of Bath waters in a jaun- 
dice 1s not a thing of that indifference 


the learned gentleman would inſinuate; 


is well known to all practitioners reſid- 


ing at the place, and I have twice very 


ſenſibly experienced, v1z. In the years 
1764, and 1767. The firſt time I came 
in the month of March with an wow 
nate jaundice, and left it at Bath. 
1767 I came in Auguſt with the oe 
complaint, but the waters heating me! 
went home, by the advice of that moſt 
eminent and ſucceſsful practitioner Dr. 
Moyley, and returned in September: 
when, the weather being much colder, 
I drank the waters for fix weeks, with- 


out any of the inconveniencies I before 


experienced, but on the contrary re- 
ceived 


* Medical tranſactions, vol. 2d. p. 168. 
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ceived all the benefit that could be ex- 
pected from their uſe. The comftorta- 
ble refreſhment that a perſon in a jaun- 
dice perceives upon drinking theſe wa- 
ters, and the ſpeedy alteration for the 
better, which he finds in his conſtitu— 
tion, where the waters agree, cannot 
fail to impreſs upon his mind an high 
opinion of their virtues in this com- 
plaint, and excite in him a grateful re- 
membrance of the benefits he has re- 
ceived from them. | 


Whenever any conſiderable inflam- 
mation exiſts, in any part of the body, 
Bath waters will in general be found 
improper. Thus a patient, under a 
courſe of theſe waters, indulging him- 
telf too freely in wine, high ſauces, vi- 
olent exerciſe, or ſuffering any conſi- 
derable degree of inflammation from a 
wound, the gout in any part of the 
body, or from the heat of the weather, 
will ſoon find the ill effects of drinking 
Bath water. 
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As the Bath waters are by their effects 
known to have a ſtimulating quality, it 
will be matter of great moment that they 


ſhould be uſed at ſuch ſeaſons of the 


year as arc belt adapted to the nature of 
the patients complaints. Where the 
conſtitution is languid, and the blood 
creeps lowly through the torpid arte- 
| ries, the heat of ſummer will not pre- 
vent, but rather promote the benefit to 
be expected from the water; and, 


where more than ordinary care is uſed, 


the waters may be drank with ſafety 
and advantage during the feverity of 
winter. But reaſon ſuggeſts, and the 
experience of Doctor Pierce dictates to 
us, that the beſt ſeaſons for drinking 
them are thoſe freeſt from the exceſſes 
of heat, or cold, viz. ſpring, and au- 


tumn, which were the ſeaſons uſed be- 
fore Doctor Pierce's time, until altered 


by the London phyſicians, who choſe 
to keep their patients in town during 
the cool weather, and ſend them to 
ſweat at Bath, or cool themſelves at 
1 3 Epſom, 
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Koſom:; or Tunbridge during the 


jummer.* 


Though Doctor Pierce might have 
juſt reafon to complain of phyſicians 
behaving 1n this unjuſt manner to their 
patients, from principles of intereſt, 


in the diſſolute reign of Charles the ſe- 
cond, when the nation, being ſuddenly 


removed from the greateſt diſtreſs and 
confuſion to a ſtate of ſecurity and li- 
centioufneſs, had no fixt principles, 

yet it is to be hoped, that our bretheren 
of the faculty are at preſent actuated 


by more generous ſentiments; and 


therefore, when I meet with modern 
authors, who do not attribute to the 
Bath waters that degree of credit and 
reputation they juſtly deſerve, or en- 
deavour to detract from them what 
they have already gained, I cannot but 
look upon ſuch gentlemen as not hav- 
ing acquired a competent knowledge of 

them, 


+ Pierce's Bath memoirs, p. 387. 
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them, or that they are prejudiced againſt 


them, in conſequence of their being 


improperly uſed. 


By the moſt exact analyſis of the wa- 
ters that has hitherto been made, che- 
miſts have not been able to gain a fuffi- 
_ cient knowledge of their contents, to 
account for their various operations, in 
conſequence of their component parts, 
taken ſeperately. If we ſearch for 
iron, in order to account for their in- 
vigorating quality, we ſhall find they 


contain but a very ſmall proportion of 


that mineral.* When we endeavour 
to prove the good effects of Bath water 
in cutaneous foulneſſes of the ſkin as 
proceeding from the ſulphur to be met 


with in the water, it appears that even 
| the 


* 


*. No more than between a thirty-ſeventh and 
thirty-eighth part of one grain of iron ſuppoſed to 
be contained 1n one pint of the King's bath water. 
Lucas on Bath water, ſect. 171. 
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the exiſtence of it is diſputed. * The 
exiſtence of ſalt in theſe waters is more 
eaſily proved, but of what nature, or 
of how many kinds this ſalt may be, 
has occafioned much altercation and 


diſpute. 


Since then the impregnation of our 
hot baths are ſo ſubtle as to baffle the 
inquiries of the moſt curious, f and 
their virtues depend not upon one, but 
all the materials of which they are com- 


poſed, blended together in an unimita- 


ble manner; f we muſt neceſſarily have 
recourſe to experience of their effects 
for aſcertaining the propriety of their 
uſe. And here we ſind the following 


contrary qualities.-----They frequently 


ſtimulate, and heat the body by their 
internal, 


* Lucas, ſect. 12. 

: + Wynter of bathing i in the hot baths of Bath, 
page 79. - 

4 Oliver on Bath waters, p. 15. 
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internal, or external uſe : yet will of- 
ten allay thirſt better than any other li- 
quor.---By drinking and bathing they 
reſtore waſted paralytic limbs; yet by 
bathing imprudently they relax too 


much, and do harm in ſuch caſes.------ 


They reſtore a loſt appetite by a mode- 


rate uſe, but deſtroy it by being drank 


too long.---They will purge one perſon, 
and prove aſtringent to another; and 
have different effects upon the ſame 
perſon at different times, or in propor- 


tion to the quantity drank.------They 
ſometimes prove diuretic, ſometimes | 
diaphoretic.----The different baths are 


alſo known to have various effects. 


Thus the water of the hot bath uſually 
opens the body, that of the King's bath 


proves aſtringent. But the effects of 
theſe in ſome particular conſtitutions 
are directly the contrary. 


From theſe various properties in the 
waters, we may perceive how neceſſary 
it is to have a conſtant, and watchful 

guard 
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guard over their operation, in order to 
prevent any ill conſequences that may 
ariſe from their imprudent uſe, either 
by drinking, or bathing. And we may 
alſo from hence ſee how caſily a phyſi- j 
clan may be deceived in his opinion of 1 
them, who forms his judgment upon 
accounts ſent him by his patients, 
whilſt drinking, or bathing in thele 
waters at an hundred miles diſtance; 
ſince they will of courſe omit mention- 
ing any imprudent ſteps they may have 
taken, and many circumſtances of their 
caſes neceſſary to be mentioned. 
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SEC TLON II. 
Of Abceſſes in the Liver. 


A Suppuration will take place in the 


Liver as well as in other parts of 
the body, but Boerhaave informs us 


that mild, or laudable matter will ſel- 


dom be found there, unleſs it be in 
ſmall portions on its outer ſurſace.“ 


This is alſo confirmed by Bontius, who 
tells us that if the abceſs is formed in 


the parenchyma, or ſubſtance of the 
Liver, the diforder 1s incurable, but 


that if it has its ſeat in the external part 


under the ſurrounding membrane 


(which very often happens) then it is a 


common 


| 


* Hermann! Boerhaavu aphoriſmi, No. 933. 
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common practice to penetrate through 
the muſcles by a cautery, and that af- 
terwards making an inciſion with a 
{ſcalpel into the cyſt a ſanious matter, 
like the waſhings of fleſh, flows out.“ 


Bontius, in another part of his works, 
glves us the following remarkable in- 
ſtance of a fatal abceſs in the parenchy- 


ma of the Liver. An Engliſh ſoldier 


ſuffered an inflammation of the Liver, 
which terminated in an hepatic flux, a 
tumor in the hypochondrium, which 


before was very viſible, entirely va- 


niſhing. After languiſhing in this ſtate 
for near fix months, and being emaci- 
ated to the greateſt degree, he died. 
His body being opened, in the place 
of a Liver only a ſac appeared, com- 
poſed of the outward membranes of the 
Liver, but greatly thickened; in which 
however was found ſome ſanious mat- 

8 2 e 8F 


* Jacobi Bontii methodus medendi in indiis 
orientalibus, cap. 8. 


| 
: 
; 
1 
* 
Kb} 
[4-3 
| 2 % 
f 4. 
14 


Pl th Dk 
- . 


r 
— 


. 


3 a , 
— . — - j * — ? — 
— > a” a —_— * hart * 5 
po SRI - wy : 222 ——_— 
2 1 ens aw — ** 
— —— OS 4 3 
8 * N AAA 
— 5 KY £22 pr 5 - 
- — 2 ms te rn 
- me EE 
— — N 
. - CENT 
2 * p 
* — — 


140 ESSAY ' upon 


ter, like the waſhings of fleſh, being of 


the ſame kind with what the patient 


had voided downwards for a long time 


before his death, which happened 1 in 
the month of April 1629. 


The opening of abceſſes after inflam- 
mations of the Liver, when they ad- 


hered to the peritonzum, and formed 
a tumor outwardly, is mentioned by 


Lind, in his eſſay on diſeaſes incidental 


to Eurapeans in hot countries. 


And Ruyſch gives us che caſe of a 
young ſtudent in ſurgery at Amſterdam 


whoſe Liver, after an inflammation, 


came to ſuppuration, and was opened 
externally by the lancet, a potential 
cautery having been previouſly ap- 
plied. A large quantity of pus flowed 
out, and the wound being in a ſhort 

TED time 


Jacobi Bontii obſervationes aliquot WEST 


ex di ſſectione cadaverum deſumptæ, Obs. 9. 
1 Lind's eſſay, p. 91. 
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time cleanſed, and healed, a fever, 
and difficulty of reſpiration, which had 
attended the patient, left him. Ruyſch 
ſays this 1s a rare caſe, but not un- 


3 heard of. 


This account I have taken from Man- 
getus's bibliotheca medico practica.* 
But as I can find no other inſtance ſimi- 

lar to it, neither in that large collection 
of caſes, nor in Bonetus, Morgagnus, 
nor any other practical author within 
my knowledge, I hope it will not be 


thought improper for me to offer one 


that fell under my own inſpection. 


William Fowler of Stroud, aged 


thirty, was admitted a patient at the 


Glouceſter infirmary October the thir- 
teenth 1763. About the latter end of 


July preceding, he was ſeized with a 


very acute pain in tae right fide, at- 
tended with frequent rigors, and a Fe- 
ver. 


* Tom, 2d. lib. 8, p. 783. 
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ver. Theſe complaints having conti- 


nued for three weeks, he began to void 


blood mixed with pus in large quan- 


ties, having as many as ten ſtools every 
twenty-four hours. The blood and 
pus continued to be diſcharged daily, 
and in large quantities to the time of 


his admiſſion at the hoſpital. The Fe- 


ver alſo continued, he appeared hectic, 
and was much emaciated. 


From tlie appearance of the excre- 
ments, and pain in the bowels, this 


diſorder was deemed a dyſentery, and 
as ſuch treated with emollients, abſor- _ 
bents, and anodynes, both by the 


mouth, and by glyſters, but to no pur- 


pole, the complaint continuing as vio- 


lent as ever, notwithſtanding all the 
means uſed to ſubdue it. Some time 
alter his admiſhon, upon a more cloſe 
examination, made jointly with Mr. 


Cheſton the attending ſurgeon, it ap- 


peared that he had a tumor in the region 
of the Liver. In this tumor he had 
felt 
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felt pain, but not ſo early as in the part 
above-mentioned. What ſtate it had 
been in I know not; but when I firſt 
examined 1t with Mr. Cheſton it was 
neither hard, nor prominent, where- 
fore 1t was then determined that no 
operation' could take place, but that 
the whole muſt be left to medicine. 


A diſcovery of this tumor being 
made, I had no doubt but that his true 
diſorder was an abceſs of the Liver, 
which, having broke inwardly, was 
the occaſion of the purulent matter 
ſeen in the excrements. In this ſtate of 
things, with ſmall hopes of ſucceſs, I 
put him upon a ſoft nouriſhing diet, 
and gave him ſome balſamic emollient 
medicines, examining from time to 
time whether the tumor in any part ap- 

peared pointed, ſo as to afford any 
proſpect of its being evacuated out- 
wardly by art. After waiting fome 
time, the tumor was obſerved to be 
pointed, in the very part where the 
Pain 


* 
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pain was firſt felt, viz. about three or 


four inches diſtant from the navel, and 
rather below it. The management of 
the tumor being then committed to the 
care of Mr. Cheiton, I ſhould not do 
him juſtice was I to give an account of 
the operation in any other words than 
his own, as taken from an ingenious 
book publiſhed by him in 1796, en- 
titled pathological 1 inquiries and obfer- 
vations in ſurgery. 


cc & * As his pain appeared quite ied, 


< I was willing to try the effects of a 
* beer poultice, which was therefore 


applied to his ſide twice in a day, 
but without any immediate relief to 
* his complaints: this method how- 
ee ever was continued near a fortnight, 
as the part ſeemed daily to e 
* externally. | 


In a little time the integuments 


© which never were diſcoloured, and 


ny before 


; 


* Pathological inquiries, p- 23. 
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*© before yielded to the preſſure, with 
* ſcarce any difference from their na- 11 
© tural ſtate, projected outwards as in 11 
Fan aſcites, though, with this differ- 0 
* ence, that i in the aſcites the abdomen i 
* 18 uniformly diſtended, while here mls 
* the tumor, entirely local, occupied 5 
the right hypogaſtrium only. An in- 
« diſtin& fluctuation might likewiſe be 
perceived within the ſwelling by a 
© careful examination, which in a few 
% days becoming more ſenſible, I re- 
* lolved to open it. During all this {il 
* time his purging continued, and mat- N 
* ter was diſcharged by ſtool, as be- e 
fore the tumor appeared. 
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I therefore plunged a very large | | With 
* ſized trocar into the depending 1 0 0 1 
e which ſeemed moſt favourable for iſ 


* continuing a diſcharge, and upan e 
* drawing out the perforating inſtru- WW 
ment, there iſſued through the canula A 
*a very fœtid and offenſive matter, at ee 
* firſt thin and ſanious, but which, as ö 
8 1 * the 
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** the diſcharge continued, grew thick- 
* er, till at laſt it was ſo viſcid and 
** gelatinous that it paſſed with the 
*« greateſt, difficulty. Upon weighing 
it afterwards it amounted to five 
pounds troy weight. During this diſ- 
charge we kept a conſtant preſſure 
upon the abdomen, as our patient 


an encreaſed velocity, in proportion 
* as the matter was evacuated. The 
* abdomen being quite ſunk, and the 
© matter to appearance all diſcharged, 
*] paſſed a roller round the abdomen, 


grew fainty, and his heart beat with 


* and leaving the canula in with its ori- 


e fice ſtopped, he was then put to bed, 
© where in a little time he recovered 
his ſpirits, and ſeemed cheerful: 


*© Within an hour after the operation, 

* he voided a chamber pot full of urine 
* at one time, a larger quantity, as he 
** thought, than all the urine he had 
** diſcharged or a fortnight before. 
Phe 
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The ſucceeding night he paſſed eaſy, 
„with a natural comlorting ſleep. 


On the morrow the ſame kind of 
matter was evacuated through the 
* canula to the amount of fourteen 
* ounces. His ſtools, which before 
the operation were ſo troubleſome 
both in quantity and quality, now 
were natural, and diſcharged not of- 
© tener than once in twenty-four hours. 
As the matter had thus ſo free an exit, 
I ſuffered the canula to remain in 


* three or four days, and then ſupply- 


ing its place with a ſpunge tent dilated 
© the orifice in the abdomen ſo much 


© as appeared neceſſary. A free dil- 
charge was continued by this means; 


ſo that in a fortnight from the opera- 
* tion it amounted, upon the loweſt 
% computation, to ſeven pounds more, 
upon the whole twelve pounds.“ 


After the operation the diarrhea pre- 
ſently ceaſed, and his ſtools became 
T2 natural, 
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natural, . His night ſweats alſo left 


him, his appetite increaſed, and with 


it his fleſh, ſo that in the ſpace of eight 
weeks from the operation being per- 
formed, (without taking any other me- 
dicine than a purge now and then when 


the flux of matter from the fide began 


to abate) having regained his ſtrength, 
and a good ſtate of health, he was diſ- 
clArged cured February the ninth 1764. 


Some objections may be made to this 
being an hepatic abceſs. The part moſt 


affected, and where the pain was firſt 
felt, being even below the navel makes 
it probable that the ſeat of the com- 


plaint was rather in the inteſtines, than 


in the Liver, but the event of the caſe 
inclines 


* abe regular 8 by urine 180 ſtool, 
being feſtored fo ſoon after the operation, ſhews 


whe an effect the preſſure of the abceſs had 


upon the natural functions. To theſe may like 
wiſe be added the ericheaſed velocity of the heart's 
motion, as above mentioned by Mr. Cheſton. 


\ 


men 
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inclines one to think otherwiſe. For 
though the place pierced by the trocar 
was indeed below the navel, yet when, 
by the matter being evacuated, the 
parts were ſuffered to contract, it then 
appeared parallel to it. 


*Mortgagni gives us the hiſtory of a 
woman under his care who died of a 
jaundice at forty years of age, the right 
lobe of whoſe Liver appeared extended 
below the fundus of the ſtomach after 
death, and whilſt living an hardneſs 
might be felt down the whole right fide 
as far as the os ilium, and even below 
it, which part pained her when touch- 
ed. Other inſtances might alſo be given 
of Livers extendins to the hypogaſtric 
region. f It is not therefore to be won- 
dered at if the Liver in Fowler's caſe, 
affected in its large right lobe, and con- 

taining 


* De Sedibus et cauſis morborum per anato- 
men indagatis.— Epiſtola 36. articulus 2. 
Vide loc. citat artic. 3. 
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taining ſuch a quantity of matter, 
ſhould deſcend ſo low as the part 


pierced by the trocar. 


No jaundice appearing in his caſe 


may be thought another objection to 
the diſorder being in the Liver. In 
Mangetus} we meet with the caſe of a 

tradeſman who after an inflammation 


of the Liver at length fell into an alvine 
flux, and voided blood concreted. 


After languiſhing ſix months he died, 
being emaciated to the greateſt degree 
immaginable. Upon opening the body, 


inſtead of the Liver, there appeared 


only a thick membranous bag in which 
was found bloody watery pus. Neither 


in this caſe, in that quoted from Bon- 
tius, nor in ſome others that might be 
mentioned, from authors who ſeem to 
have been ſuthciently careful, and exact 


in the enumeration of ſymptoms, any 


in jaundice 


I Mangeti bibliotheca med. practic. tom. 2. 
page 794 
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jaundice is taken notice of, notwith- 


ſtanding the livers were ſo greatly diſ- 


caſed, that their parenchyma was en- 
tirely waſted, and in the following 
inſtance of a Liver, which upon diſſec- 


tion appeared highly diſeaſed, it is 


poſi tvely aſſerted, that no jaundice ap- 
peared. 


Doctor Simſon, in the firſt volume of 


the medical eſſays, the thirty- fourth 
article, has obſerved the Liver increaſ- 
ed at leaſt a third in its bulk, with a 
great collection of hydatical tumors in 
its moſt centrical part, in a patient who 
never had the leaſt appearance of the 
jaundice, tho labouring for many years 
under great pain, and ſickneſs from this 
bad ſtate of the Liver. From theſe 
inſtances we learn that a jaundice 1s not 
a neceſlary attendant upon a diſeaſed 
Liver, whether greatly enlarged, as in 
Dr. Simſon's caſe, or entirely waſted 
as in the other caſes I have mentioned. 


The 
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The blood and matter, diſcharged in 


great quantities from the inteſtines as in 
Fowler's caſe, may be more reaſonably 
ſuppoſed to come to them from the Li- 
ver through the biliary ducts, as it did in 

the caſe taken from Mangetus, and in 
that mentioned from Bontius, than from 


any other part, and a more convenient 


paſſage being opened for them they 
ceaſed to flow by their former courſe. 


But what tends farther to confirm the 


ſuppoſition that the Liver was the part 
affected is the obſervation of Mr. Cheſ- 
ton, that when he examined the parts 
after the operation with a long flexible, 


and very large headed probe, it would 


paſs in no other direction, but to the 
Liver.* 


* Cheſton's pathological inquiries; page 26. 
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/ the Nature of the Epilepſy. 


PHE Epilepſy is too well known to 


need any deſcription. It is very 


uncertain in its origin, and it is impoſ- 


ible to mark out any one ſingle method 


of cure, that will hold good in a diſ- 
order, which ariſes from a great variety 
of cauſes, eſſentially different from one 


U. another, 
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| another. I ſhall however mention 
1 ſome inſtances of ſucceſs, without 


1 ſtamping any mark of infallibility 
1 

# upon them. 

b 


is Whytt, as I before obſerved,“ places 
the Epilepſy, and Intermitting Fevers, 
in the ſame claſs of nervous diſorders. 
= And Fuller, as I before mentioned,+ 
Wo recommends to us, as almoſt a ſpecific 

in Epilepſies, the ſame medicine that I 
| found moſt effectual in removing In- 
„ termitting Fevers. 


i The Gmilitatle between theſe two 
_ diſorders is farther illuſtrated by both 
of them, ſometimes beginning in par- 
ticular parts, and being either confined 
to thoſe parts, or thence extending 
over the whole corporeal ſyſtem. We 
meet with ſome few inſtances of this 
in Intermitting Fevers. T And in the 
N they are ſo 3 that no 
practitioner 
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practitioner will require farther proof, 
than what his own obſervation mult 


have afforded. 


SECTION I. 


y” the Uje of ae in the Epilepſy. 


E are told, that whe the firſt 
ſymptoms of an approaching 
Epilepſy are perceived in the extremi- 
ties, and Ligatures applied above the 
part affected, the diſorder may be con- 
fined to that part, and not ſuffered to 
aſcend beyond the Ligature. Of this 1 
had the ſatisfaction to make a ſucceſsful 
experiment in the following caſe. 


Being ſent for ſome years ago to P. 
K. a farmer's daughter near Glouceſter, 
U 2 of 
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of about twenty years of age, troubled 
with Epileptic fits, which frequently 
returned, I found her in bed, and ſee- 


ing her in the agony of a paroxyſm 
Raid by her "till it ended. Upon en- 


quiring in what manner the fits came 


on, I was informed, that they always 


were firſt perceived in the feet, that 
they aſcended thence by degrees to the 
body, and laſtly to the head, when the 
convulſions became violent, and uni- 
verſal. 


Upon this intelligence, remember- 
ing the accounts given of the effects of 
Ligatures in ſuch caſes, I got the pa- 
tients garters, and having doubled 
them, and prepared two ſhort bits of 


ſticks, L placed them one below each 


knee, in the manner of torniquets, 


uled previous to the puis of 


limbs. 


Having placed: my torniquets, L 
waited: the approach of the next fit: 


and 
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and the patient telling me, that ſhe lelt 
the diſorder in her left foot, I imme- 
diately turned the torniquet upon that 
leg. This ſtricture {topping the aſcent 
of the diſeaſe, the loot ſhook confide- 
rably, and ſhe foon informed me, that 
the other foot was alſo affected. I then 
committed the care of the left torniquet 
to the patient's ſiſter, and twiſted that F 
had put looſe upon the right leg. 


This method had the deſired effect. 
The Epilepſy proceeded no larther 
than the Ligatures, but the feet ſhook 
moſt violently, and made ſo ridiculous 
an appearance, that the girl herſelf, 
though in the greateſt diſtreſs, could 
not refrain from laughing heartily, and 
almoſt at the ſame inſtant, begging us 
to let the diſeaſe take its courſe; leaſt 
her feet ſhould drop off by the violence 
of their agitation, which ſhe ſaid was 
intollerable. After ſome time the con- 
vulſions in the feet ceaſed; when I 
looſened the torniquets, and left her, 

giving 
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giving directions to her mother and 
ſiſter to repeat the ſame method, when- 
ever the fits returned. 


Z The fits afterwards became weaker, 
and the ſame means being uſed, when- 
ever notice was given of their ap- 
proach, they were at laſt entirely cured 
without medicine; and the girl in- 
formed me, within this half year, that 


ſhe had been free from them ever ſince. 


il 
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S E CTI ON II. 


Of the Cure of the Epilepſy by 
Trepanning. 


PF PILEPSIES are alſo occaſioned by 

acrimony, or irritation of any 

kind, in, or about the head. Thus 

the ſtimulus given to the nervous ſyſ- 

tem by dentition, an acrid ſerum vel- 
licating the tender coats of the brain, 

a turgeſcency of the veſſels within the 

cranium, and hydatids compreſſing the 

brain may all give riſe to Epilepſies. 


The ſeveral methods of cure adapted 
to theſe various cauſes, already ſuffici- 
ently treated of by moſt practical 
writers upon this ſubject, I ſhall not ex- 
patiate upon; but think it neceſſary to 
produce one caſe of an Epilepſy ariſing 
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from an hydatid within the ſcull being 


cured by trepanning, becauſe the me- 
thod of cure, as mentioned by ſome 
authors of credit, has been rather 


doubted. 


Doctor Monro, in his treatiſe upon 


che Dropſy, ſpeaking of the hydroce- 
phalus, in a note at page 152, gives fe- 


veral caſes of hydatids in the brain. 


And adds, that Wepfer was aſſured by 


a ſurgeon of credit that hydatids in the 


brain was a common diſeaſe among the 


horned cattle in Switzerland, and 
ſhewed itſelf by a giddineſs or vertigo. 
When the country people obſerve this, 
they ſtrike the head behind the horns 


withan hammer, to try if by the ſound 
they can diſtinguiſh any preternatural 


hollow below, and if they imagine 
they do, they immediately trepan the 


part, puta quill into the hole, and ſuck 


out the hydatids, if they he near the 
ſurface of the brain, and ſo make a 
cure: but if the hydatids lie ſo deep in 


the | 
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the brain that they cannot ſuck them 
out, they immediately kill the crea- 
ture. This operation the ſurgeon al- 
ſured him he had ſeen done, and at- 
tended with ſucceſs. De Apoplett. 
loco affett. p. 69. He afterwards tells 
us, that he himſelf faw it tried upon 
an ox afflicted with giddineſs, when a 
large number of hydatids were ſucked 
out; but the vertigo {till continuing 
they killed the creature, and, upon 
opening the head they found a number 
of hydatids in the ventricles of the 
brain. Hit. Apopleft. 14. © Thele 
© hiſtories although related by Wepfer, 


e an author of credit, yet ſeem too 
* much upon the marvellous, and, at 
any rate, the uncertainty of the ex- 

** iſtence of the diſeaſe from the me- 


„ thod taken to diſcover it, and the 
£ danger of the operation, will, in all 
probability, prevent its being ever 


12 attempted on the human ſubject. 88 
3 This 


s Monro's eſlay on the Dropſy, p. 152. 
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This very operation, which Doctor 
Monro apprehends to border ſo much 
upon the marvellous, I have ſeen per- 
formed, ina manner but very little dit- 
ferent from the operation mentioned 
by Wepfer. 


A bull, belonging to John Heard, a 


tenant of my father's at Hempſtead near 


Glouceſter, was troubled with this dil- 


order. When I firſt ſaw him he Was 


lying down, and appeared perfectly at 
caſe, and well. Upon making him riſe 
he ſtretched himſelf; and afterwards, 
beginning to turn round, his eyes were 
diſtorted, and with a ſudden ſpring 
leaping up, he fell down again imme- 


diately upon his back, with great vio- 
lence. He then appeared in all the 
agonies of an Epileptic fit, and when 
he recovered out of 1t was for ſome 


time very ſtupid. By degrees he re- 
turned to his food, and, until he ſut- 
fered a freſh attack, ſeemed in good 


health, 
I 
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I was informed that young cattle only 
are ſubject to this diſeaſe, it never mak- 


ing its firſt attack after the age of two 
years. I was allo told that the conſe- 
quence of the diſorder would be cer- 
tain death, except it was relieved by 


opening the head, and taking out a 


bladder of water; which was an ope- 
ration to be performed in the preſent 
caſe within a few days. Notice being 
given me of the day appointed, I took 
with me Mr. Cheſton, a very ingenious 


ſurgeon at Glouceſter: and the Rev. 


Mr. Biſhop, one of the maſters to the 
college {chool there, at his own requeſt, 
was alſo of the party. 


The bull, being confined in a barn, 
upon this occaſion, was thrown with a 
rope in the uſual manner, and after- 
wards kept down by the weight of fe- 
veral men upon his body. Upon his 
falling a fit came on, and continued 
during the whole operation. This gave 

the operator t time to perform his work 
XI 8: leiſurely, 
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leiſurely, without interruption, and 


afforded us an opportunity of ſeeing the 
whole procels diſtinctly. 


A large part of the ſcalp, about the 


ſize of a man's hand, and in the ſhape 
ot a parallelogram, was on three ſides 


ſeparated from the ſcull, but ſuffered 


to remain entire on the fourth, towards 
the noſe, and turned down 1n that part. 


The ſcull being thus laid bare, the 


operator, by means of an hammer, and 


a knife with a ſhort ſtrong blade, ſuch 
as ſtay-makers uſe to ſplit whale-bone, 


took off a part of the ſcull, of about an 


inch ſquare, which TI have in my poſſeſ- 


hon. By ſtriking the back of the knife 


with the hammer, cautiouſly, in order 


to take out the piece, I apprehend he 


was enabled to judge of the thickneſs 
of the bone, which 1s here very une- 


qual, and thereby avoided doing any. 


mury to the dura mater. 


Fan | 
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The head being in this coarſe, but 
effectual and ſaſe manner trepanned, 
the next thing was to open the dura 


mater. This being done, in a very 


cautious manner, with a ſharp pen- 
knife, a little veſcicle began to ad- 
vance through the aperture, and gra- 
dually encreaſed to the ſize of a wall- 
nut, when the operator turning the 
bull's head, ſo as to give the bladder a 
depending poſition, it burſt, and the 
contained water flowing out, the ope- 
rator laid hold of the containing mem- 


brane, and by degrees with proper cau- 


tion extracted it entire, as he ſaid, if 
the cylt was not taken out clean, the 
diſorder would certainly return. Af— 
ter this, the part of the ſcull that had 


been laid bare was again covered with 


the flap, and ſome common dreſſings* 


2 1 


* Theſe dreſſings cee of pieces of cloth 
dipped i in a melted compoſition of -which pitch 
was the chief ingredient, and, were to remain 'till 


they came off by time. 
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laid over; by which means the bull, 
after being kept in the houſe a few days, 
ſoon recovered, and was perfectly 
freed from his diſorder. I do not re- 
member that the operator tried with 
his hammer to ſound the ſcull, and 
find an hollow place in the manner 
mentioned by Wepter. But before he 


began the operation he examined very 


carefully the centre of the forehead 


where the hair divides in different di- 
rections, as the bone of that part in 


ſuch caſes is often ſoftened, and ſome- 
times rendered very thin, I ſuppoſe 
from the preſſure of the cyſt internally. 


He ſaid he knew which lobe of the 


brain was moſt compreſſed by the hy- 
datid, by obſerving whether the beaſt 
turned to the right, or the left before he 
fell into a fit. In the preſent caſe the 
beaſt turned to the left, and the hydatid 
lay nearly in the centre, but rather in- 
clining to the left. If the ſymptom 
above- mentioned holds good in the hu- 


man ſubject as we are told it does in 
| the 


CCC 
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the horned cattle ; it is to be hoped we 
might, by obſerving it, and after death 


inſpecting the brains of the deceaſed, 


be at laſt led to the ſame method of re- 
lief, by knowing the exact place where 


to perform the operation. This matter 


appears to me ſo remarkable, and may 
poſſibly prove of ſuch conſequence, 
that I have not thought much of my 
trouble in writing, and I hope the 
reader will not be diſſatisfied with read- 


ing this long, and otherwiſe unneceſlary 


digreſſion. 
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S Fer N IV. 
Of the Uſe of Calomel in Ehilehſies. 


ene the cauſes already men- 


tioned, Epilepſies often ariſe from 


impurities in the firſt paſſages, or ali- 
mentary canal. How often have theſe 
diſorders been occaſioned by worms, 
and viſcid matter obſtructing the inteſ- 


tinal tube, which have been removed 
upon the adminiſtration of medicines 


appropriated to ſuch complaints? Upon 
this view of things, what bids fairer to 
give relief than Calomel? and accord- 


ingly in the three following caſes, from 


whatever cauſes they took their origin, 
this medicine appears to have had as 
great effects in the Epilepſy, as in any 
of the diſorders before-mentioned. 


CASE 


n- £5 


e . 
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Mary Owen, aged fifteen, a robuſt 
ſtrong country girl, living near the city 
of Glouceſter, was ſeized with violent 


Epileptic fits, July the ſeventh 1766, 
three days after which I was deſired to 


viſit her. Upon my enquiry her mo- 
ther informed me, that, for upwards 
of ſix months preceding ſhe had been 


once or twice in a week, and ſome- 


times every day, troubled with a pain, 


and ſwelling in her ſtomach, which 
complaints continued until ſhe was 
taken with violent fits, which totally 


deprived her of all ſenſe for three days, 


excepting only ſome ſhort intervals, 


which taken together might amount to 
about two hours. 


She had been bled before I ſaw her, 
| Wherefore I got down the Calomel bo- 
lus No. 21, and purged it off with the 
eommon opening draught. This ope- 

Y rated 
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rated like a charm, her ſenſes returning 
with the operation of the phyſic, ſo 
that the next day ſhe could walk about. 
I then ordered her a doſe of the tinc- 
tura fœtida, to be taken thrice a day in 
a draught of water; which being con- 
tinued for a few days, a repetition of 
the bolus and draught before ordered 
carried off all the remains of the. Colic, 

and Epileptic ſymptoms; and they 
never aſterwards returned. 


AS E Il. 


Iſaac Dun of Glouceſter, aged fifteen, 


was admitted an out-patient at the 
Glouceſter infirmary Aug. the eleventh 


1763, having been ill 85 months with 
Epileptic fits. 


After he had loſt a ſufficient quantity 
of blood, I directed him to take half a 
drachm of valerian root powdered 
twice a day. This being continued for 
{ome 


t\ 
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ſome days without any effect upon the 


fits, L ordered the Calomel bolus, and 
ſolutive draught to be taken twice a 
week. This ſoon {topped the lits, and 
the patient was diſcharged cured Octo- 
ber the ſixth, and had norelaple. Iam 
ſeuſible that the operation of Calomel 
in theſe caſes will be by ſome attributed 
to the critical time of life of theſe pa- 
tients; but be that as it will the ſucceſs 
was certain, and therefore the caſes 
appear to merit attention. 


CASE III. 


Edward Williams of Charfield, aged 


twenty-one, ill eighteen months with 
Epileptic fits, was admitted a patient at 
the infirmary March the ninth 1769. 


His firſt complaint was a dull heavi- 
neſs, attended with pain, over his 
whole head, which continued for about 
a week. When this went off his eyes 
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became very weak, and in his imagina- 


tion he perceived a light like that of a 
candle, at about three yards diſtance. 


After continuing uſually about a quar- 


ter of an hour, this light departed, and 
he ſuffered a violent head- ach for the 
ſpace of twenty-four hours > the vio- 
| lence of the pain then abated, and in 
three or four days entirely left him. 
In a few days it returned again in the 


fame manner, and thus he had been 


affected for eighteen months preceding 
his admiſſion, whereby he was rendered 


almoſt incapable of any kind of work. 


The hight above-mentioned did not al- 
ways appear at the ſame diſtance from 


him, being often within a foot; but he 
obſerved, that the greater the diſtance. 


was, the more violent was the head- 
ach that followed. If both eyes were 
open, or both ſhut, or one open, and 
the other ſhut, or whether night, or 
day, the effect worry the tenſes was che 
fame, 


Once 
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Once in a fortnight, a month, or ſix 
weeks, he was troubled with fits, in 


which he was convulſed, but not vio- 


lently, and foamed at the mouth. 
When he recovered out of theſe fits he 
trembled exceedingly, could not ſtand, 


was very thirſty, but did not ſweat. 
The fit continued about a quarter of an 
hour, and he was ſenſible of its ap- 
proach for ſeveral days before it hap- 


pened. It was remarkable that he ne- 
ver had more than one at a time, and 
it was always preceded by the above 


ſymptoms, and came on after the vio- 
lent pain in the head. 


After bleeding, vomiting, and giv- 


ing him a doſe or two of Calomel, with 


purging draughts upon the mornings 
following, I was informed that he 
found ſymptoms of an approaching fit, 


which he expected in a few days. In 
_ conſequence of this intelligence, March 
the twenty-ſecond, ſixteen grains of 


the powder of the flowers of the carda- 
mine 
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mine were adminiſtered at bed-time, 
and the ſame doſe-ordered to be taken 


the next. morning, an hour before he 
roſe. It was given in a draught of 


common Julep, and directed to be re- 
peated every morning, and evening. 


The firſt doſe was taken at nine at 
night, going to bed. At twelve it 
ſweated him much, but the perſpira- 
tion abated, and was entirely over by 
the next morning; when, at eight 


o clock, he took a ſecond doſe. This 


alſo made him perſpire freely, and he 


lay in bed for two hours until the ſweat 
was gone off. The evening doſe taken 
on the twenty-third ſweated him, but 
not ſo much as either of the others; 


and that of the next morning not at all. 
When admitted at the hoſpital he had 


a ſickneſs at ſtomach, which yet conti- 


nued, but not in the ſame degree; he 
ſlept well, but his head was confuſed, 


and he was rather drowſy. 


He 
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He went on taking his medicine to 
March the twenty-eighth, when he had 
a fit at five in the morning, after half 
an hour previous notice. The apothe- 
cary being called obſerved the ſpaſmus 
cynicus, and that he was convulſed, 
but not ſtrongly, in other parts of the 
body. The fit continued about a quar- 
ter of an hour, and as ſoon as it was 
over he took one of the cardimine 
draughts, which threw him into a great 
ſweat. The apothecary obſerved that 
in the fit the patient's pulſe was the 
ſtrongeſt he ever felt. And when 1 
came to him I found his pulle very full, 


and that he had a violent pain in his 
head. 


In theſe circumſtances I did not think 
proper to urge a ſudorific medicine any 
farther, wherefore after two bleedings, 
and a Calomel purge, April the ninth, 
I gave him a decoction of bark with va- 
lerian, which was left off April the fif- 
teenth. Hen was then bled a third time, 
and 
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and I ordered him a Calomel purge 


twice a week. 


April the twentieth, I tried what 
ſweating him with camphire and nitre 
would do, but it did not ſerve him, his 
head being yet affected, I then ordered 


a bliſter to his neck; an iſſue to his arm, 
and three leeches to the left temple, 


where the pain chiefly was. The latter 
was of ſervice to him: he continued 


the Calomel twice a week from the 


time it was directed, and May the 
eleventh he was diſcharged cured, hav- 
ing had no fit ſince March the twenty - 

eighth. Ot 


S 


Although in the above caſe no fit 


happened after the patient ceaſed tak- 


ing the cardamine, yet I cannot but 
look upon the blood taken away, and 
the Calomel purges as having the moſl 
conſiderable ſhare in the cure. 


AN 


N 


** 


1 colic is properly ſpeaking, a 


pain in the colon or great inteſ- 
tine; but in the common acceptation 
of the word it ſignifies a pain in any ' 


part of the ſtomach, or bowels, the 
particular ſpecies being afterwards diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the name of the part 
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affected, or of the original cauſe.* 
Thus we find Colics under the deno- 
mination of bilious, hyſteric, gouty, &c. 


I ſhall not in this place attempt to 
point out the different methods of cure 


neceſlary in the ſeveral kinds of Colic; 
but obſerve, that where, notwithſtand- 


ing the uſual methods of relief being 
made uſe of, the pain proves obſtinate, 
and either continues conſtant, or often 
returns, Calomel will frequently be at- 


tended with ſurprizing ſucceſs. 


When 


* The colon except in ſome rare inſtances, 
extends itſelf round the greateſt part of the inteſ- 
tines, and is connected with the ſtomach. Hence 
it is difficult preſently to diſtinguiſh a true Colic 
from the iliac paſſion, or pain in the ſmall guts, 
which anatomiſts call ileum. In like manner 
when a pain, or flatulence is perceived in the re- 
gion of the ſtomach, it requires ſome ſkill, and 
attention to determine whether the ſtomach, or 
colon is the part affected. 
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When this event happens it 1s proba- 
ble that acrimony 1s the cauſe of the 
diſeaſe, which being enveloped in a 
mucillaginous matter, vellicates, whilſt 
it {ſtrongly adheres to, the coats of the 
inteſtines; or that it proceeds from 


ſome conſiderable obſtruction in the 
parts affected. In either caſe Calomel, 


by its penetrating deterſive qualities, 


appears to be a proper medicine.“ And 


8 its 


Doctor Swan in his ingenious comment 


upon his tranſlation of Sydenham's works, in a 
note at page forty-five, tells us that in the iliac 

paſſion, when every thing is quiet, a proper 
quantity of Calomel, given in form of a pill, will 
more certainly paſs than any thing elſe; and for 
fear that in a doſe of about twelve grains it ſhould 


irritate the ſtomach too much, it may be given in 


a leſs quantity, and repeated as there is occaſion; 
and an opiate may occaſionally be mixed with 
this, or other pills. And as the moſt plentiful 

| bleedings ought to be uſed, and fomentations 

frequently applied in this caſe, there ſeems to 
be little danger of inflaming by Calomel. The 
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its effects are ſufficiently manifeſt in 


the following inſtances. 


© A8 2 1. 


Hannah Briſcoe of Glouceſter, aged 


fifty- ſix, ill one week with a Colic, 
was admitted a patient at the infirmary 
January the nineteenth 1764. 


Having a full pulſe, and a ſtoppage, 


attended with ſickneſs of ſtomach, and 
vomiting, I ordered bleeding, and after- 
: wards 


— 


practice I have found moſt ſucceſsful, at the 


time of the diſeaſe above mentioned, has been 
to give three grains of Calomel with the bolus re- 


commended by Dr. Mead; and affiſted in the 


manner preſcribed by him in his monita et præ- 


cepta medica, de ileo. The Calomel in ſuch caſes, 


inſtead of occaſioning any diſturbance in the cir- 


culation, contributes very conſiderably towards 
removing the cauſe of the diſeaſe, and thus brings 


on a ſtate of eaſe, and tranquility. 
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wards Doctor Mead's bolus,* the ope- 
ration of which was the next morning 
alſiſted with a . lenitive. 


A paſſage being by theſe means ob- 
tained, I attempted a removal of a flow 
Fever ſhe complained of, and alſo the 
ſickneſs at ſtomach by a ſaline mixture 


with pulv. contrayerv. comp. gi. every 


ſixth hour, and ordered that five grains 
of rhubarb ſhould be added to every 
doſe, till a free purging came on. The 
pain in the bowels not being removed 


by this treatment, I gave her half a 


ſcruple of ipecacoanha 1 in the evening, 
and after its operation an anodyne go- 
ing to bed. This laſt method, and the 
ſaline mixture at intervals, were twice 
repeated, but without effect. 


In 


* Extract cathartic di. 
Opii gr. i. f. bolus. 
Mead. mon, et precepe. de ileo. 
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In the beginning of February, the 
pain in the bowels yet remaining, I or- 
dered five grains of Calomel, with a 
ſcruple of cordial confection, to be ta- 


ken at night, and purged off with a le- 


nitive draught the next day. Theſe 
medicines being twice repeated, Febru- 
ary the twenty-firſt the obſtinate pain 
was entirely removed. After which, 
the remains of the Fever, and a trou- 
bleſome cough being ſubdued, ſhe was 

diſcharged cured March the fifteenth. 


CASE 


William Broughton of Bridgnorth 


Shropſhire, aged twenty-five, ill nine 


days of a Peripneumonic Fever, was 
admitted a patient at the Glouceſter in- 
Hrmary December the twenty-ſecond 


1703. 


His complaint upon the Organs of 
reſpiration was removed by bleeding, 


oily 


fo 
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oily medicines joined to volatile ſalts 
and nitre, and a drachm of elixir pare- 
goricum taken in a Proper vehicle at 


| bed- time. 


Th 

As ſoon as his breath became eaſy, 
the patient complained of a violent 
pain in his bowels, of which he was oc- 
caſionally relieved by tincturæ rhei 
ſpirituoſœ zvi. tinct. thebaic gtt. 20. 


| This relief being only temporary, Ja- 
nuary the twentieth I ordered him the 


AY bolus. 


R. Conſection. cardiac. gi. 
Calomel gr. v. m. hat bolus. 


This bolus was taken at night, and 


purged off the next morning. And 
being repeated with -proper intervals, 
entirely eradicated the diſorder. After 
which the patient was diſcharged c cur- 
ed, F ebruary the ſecond 1764. 


CASE 
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CASE ii. 


Stiles Bennet aged thirty, ill one 
year with a Colic, or pain in the bowels, 
was admitted a patient at the Gloucel- 
ter infirmary September the fifteenth 


170g. 


I ordered him three grains of Calo- 


mel in a bolus with a ſcruple of the 


cordial confection, to be taken the 
night after his admiſſion, and to be 
purged off the next day. After the 
firſt paſſages were thus cleanſed, I 
thought proper to lubricate them with 


oil, and manna. 


The pain not being entirely removed 


by this treatment, I directed five grains 


of Calomel to be taken in the cordial 


confection, and after a day or two in- 


termiſſion gave three grains of Calomel 
in the ſame manner, but with this dit- 
ference, that the Calomel was repeated 

EO the 
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the next night, and not purged off till 
the day following. 


By this method Sept. the twenty- 


ninth, all complaint being entirely re- 


moved, I ordered the Calomel bolus 
No. 21, to be taken in the uſual man- 


ner twice a week whilſt he ſtaid in the 
hoſpital; and October the ſixth he 
went out compleatly cured. 
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N Dyſentery is a A painful diſorder of 
the inteſtines, attended with a 
diarrhœa, and uſually with an effuſion 
of blood by ſtool. Pain is ſo neceſſary 


a diagnoſtic of this diſeaſe, that Cœlius 


Aurelianus calls it a rheumatiſm of the 


inteſtines attended with ulceration.* 
Aa 2 1 5 The 


* Ccelius Aurelianus de morbis chronicis, 


lib. 4, cap. 6. 
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The appearance of blood in the ſtools, 
though the moſt conſpicuous, is not by 
any means a certain ſymptom of this 
diſorder, ſince blood often paſſes from 
the Liver, and other parts through the 
inteſtines, without cauſing any pain or 
ulceration. 


The cauſe of this complaint 1s acri- 


mony, whether ariſing immediately 


upon the part affected, or brought to 
it from a diſtance. The inteſtines may 
ſuffer abceſſes, and ulcerations from lo- 


cal acrimony of the juices, as well as 


other parts, and they are likewiſe liable 
to be affected by any acrimonious hu- 


mour coming from an abceſs in the Li- 


ver, or any other of the viſcera, by the 


ſtimulus of acrid bile, by acrid particles 


ſwallowed, as ſtrong purges, &c. or 


by breathing the contagious effluvia 


arifing from the Dy ſenteries of other 
people, as in camp Dyſenteries, which 
frequently run through whole armies. 


AS 
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As acrimony appears to be the orig1- 


nal cauſe of this diſeaſe, we are natu- 


rally led to ſeek for relief from ſuch 
medicines as are known to be molt ef- 
fectual in ſheathing, and obtunding it, 
and at the ſame time lubricate, and 
heal the excoriated parts. We ſhall 
however ſometimes ſind this diſorder 

very obſtinate, and that it will perſiſt, 
notwithſtanding we uſe the means 
above-mentioned with the utmoſt at- 
tention and aſſiduity. 


Upon ſuch an . conſidering 


the effects of Calomel in ſtopping diarr- 


hœas, as mentioned in the caſes of John 
Bayley in my eſſay upon the effects of 
Camphire and Calomel in Continual 
Fevers, page 59, and of Elizabeth 
Longford page 72, and Mary Clark page 
84, of the preſent work, I was en- 
couraged to try it in Dyſenteric Fluxes; 
and had the pleaſure to experience 
equal ſucceſs with it in the two fol- 

lowing caſes. 


"CASE 
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CASE 1. 


Daniel Trinder of King's Stanley, 
aged forty-one, ill one year with a 


Bloody Flux, was admitted a patient at 


the Glouceſter infirmary January the 
twenty-ſixth 1769. 


Ihe firſt medicine by which the Flux 

was attempted to be reſtrained was the 
aſtringent mixture No. 5. His head 
being affected, I ordered a perpetual 
bliſter to his neck, and a good draught 
of the common emulſion of the London 
pharmacopceia to be taken three times 


@ day. 


February the ſixth, ſuſpecting that 
the diſorder might poſſibly proceed 
from inward piles, I gave him the ſul- 
phur electuary No. 13. This not ſuc- 
ceeding I ordered a volatile julep with 
oil, with a view to the complaint in his 
head, and to ſheath the acrimony of the 

diſcharge 
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diſcharge. I next attempted to brace N 
the relaxed fibres with the bark, and | 1 
to relieve his head with volatile tincture — 
of valerian. Then the aromatic elec- | 
tuary No. 4, was directed, and half a 
| ſcruple of 1pecacoanha given as an 
| emetic, by way of revulſion. In this 
manner going on unſucceſsfully to the 1 
middle of February, I then ordered M 


Calomel gr. iii. 

Rad. rhubarb. pulv. gr. v. 
Conſ. cynoſbat. q. f. 

Fiat bolus ſumendus hora ſomni. 


This anſwered ſo well, that I ordered 
a repetition of it February the twenty- nh 
eighth, and March the ſecond gave or- — 
ders for it to be repeated twice a week we 
whilſt the patient continued in the hoſ- With 
pital, which was to March the ſixteenth, Wl! 
| nen he was diſcharged cured. 


CASE 


without any good effect, September 
the ſixteenth I ordered Calomel gr. 11, 


the ſame medicine to be repeated Sep- 
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CASE HB. 


Samuel Merret of Glouceſter, aged 


thirty-five, ill ten weeks of a Bloody 


Flux, was admitted a patient at the 
Glouceſter infirmary September the 


ſeventh 1769: 


The common altringent medicines, as 
bolus ad diarrhœam No. 15, miſtura 
aſtringens No. 5, and electarium aro- 
maticum No. 4, being all adminiſtered 


opii gr. i. to be given with conſerve in 
a bolus at bed-time. 


This l ſo well, that I ordered 


tember the eighteenth, by which the 
diſorder was entirely ſtopped. After 
continuing in the infirmary ten days, 
without any return of the complaint, 
but 
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but on the contrary being much im- 
proved in his appetite, and ſtrength, 

the patient was diſcharged cured Sep- 
tember the twenty- eighth. 


N. B. Both theſe patients drank the 
decoctum album No. 22, for common 


drink all the time of their continuance 


in the hoſpital. 


From the remarkable ſucceſs of Ca- 
lomel in the above caſes we are not to 
conclude that it may be uſed as a gene- 


ral medicine in Dyſenteries. For 


where the diſorder ariſes from ulcera- 


tions cauſed by ſtrong purges, or other 


ſtimulants, which, irritating the tender 
coats of the inteſtines, occaſion an ef- 
| fuſion of blood, it ſeems improper to 
add to the ſtimulus already too great. 
In ſuch caſes therefore the boles, teſta- 
deous powders, and ſuch other medi- 


cines as are known to be the molt ef- 


fectual abſorbents, and correctors of 
acrimony will be molt likely to anſwer 


Bb our 


— «„ ——— os 
4 Lane wed — — 
— — — 


* 1 K — —-— 
— , 


194 ESSAY, Ge. 


our purpoſe. And where the mucus 
lining the whole courſe oſ the inteſtines 
happens by any accident to be abraded, 
there, oily or greaſy ſubſtances, by their 
healing balſamic qualities, have been 
known to have ſupplied its place with 
the greateſt advantage. But where 
acrid bile, or any other acrimony, 
lodged in a groſs, or viſcid matter 
keeps up this diſorder, there a removal 
of the cauſe takes away the effect, and 
in ſuch caſes it appears moſt reaſonable 
to expect the deſired ſucceſs from 
Calomel. NT 


CALOMEL 


—— 
— 94 — 2 


SECTION 1 


Of the Preparation of Calomel. 


AVING in the caſes deſcribed 

ſeen ſuch a variety of effects pro- 
duced by Calomel, we are naturally [i 
induced to enquire into the manner of Wl 
its preparation. Re i 


Gabe is formed by a combination 
of crude mercury with corroſive ſubli- 
B b 2 mate, 
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mate, which laſt is a ſaltf of Mercury. 
The baſis of this ſalt is pure quickſilver, 
and the other part the ſtrongeſt ſpirit of 
ſea ſalt that can any way be obtained, 
ſa as here to appear in a ſolid form. By 


means of this acid ſpirit this preparation 


is molt violently corroſive, being a la- 
pis infernalis of mercury, converting 
all parts of the body it touches into an 
eſcar. Yet if a ſmall quantity of this 
corroſive ſublimate be given with a 
large quantity of a ſmooth diluting li- 
quor it penetrates the inmoſt receſſes of 

the 


+ Boerhaave in the 195th proceſs of his che- 
miſtry ſays, that the common mercury ſublimate 
is a true vitriol of mercury, though ſemivolatile. 
And Dr. Shaw obſerves upon it that quickſilver is 
reduced to an imperfect vitriol with ſpirit of nitre, 
and to one that is perfect with ſpirit of ſalt. I 
might therefore be juſtified in calling this concrete 
a vitriol, but as other writers have called it a 
ſalt, which term I rather approve of, I have fol- 
lowed their example, although I am ſenfible that 


ſome exceptions may bo taken to this deno- 


mination, 


the body, and produces very ſignal 
benefit in many obſtinate diſorders.“ 


A portion of this corroſive ſublimate 
being by trituration well mixed with 
freſh mercury and ſublimed, its corro- 
five quality abates, by means of this 
freſh combination, and it thence be- 
comes mercurius dulcis, dulcified or 
mild mercury. If this ſublimation be 


repeated ſeven times, it is then called 
Calomel. ws 


* Shaws chemiſtry vol, 2, pages 309, 310. 


SE c- 


SECTION:- It 


Of the general Operation of Calomel. 


D Y whatever inherent qualities mer- 


human body, thus much 1s however 


certain, that by joining Calomel to ano- 
ther medicine of a peculiar virtue, its 
Operation is commonly determined by 


the propenſity of its companion. If 
given with a purging medicine it exerts 


itſelf in the inteſtines, deſtroys worms,“ 


and 


*The great efficacy of Calomel in worm caſes 


is by no means a new diſcovery, but I think its 
operation in the following cafe the moſt extraor- 
dinary I ever met with. 


William Brookes of Glouceſter, aged four 


years, ill two years with an atrophy, was brought 
to the infirmary May the fifth 1768. Abſorbents 


curial preparations act upon the 
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and is remarkably effectual in bringing 
away any viſcid foul matter that may 
be lodged there. Upon this principle 
I think we may account for the great 
relief given by Calomel to patients la- 
bouring under the dangerous Fevers 
mentioned in my eſſay upon the effects 
of Camphire, and Calomel:“ as allo for 
the advantage gained by it in preparing 
patients to receive the natural, or ino- 
culated ſmall-pox,F And in the pre- 
ſent work we may perceive the benefit 
ariſing from it in preparing patients ill 
of Intermitting Fevers for the bark. 4 

10 


and anodynes proving ineffectual in putting a 
ſtop to an obſtinate purging he had upon him, I 
at laſt ordered two grains of Calomel with five of 
rhubarb to be given early in the morning twice a 
week. One or two doſes of this medicine brought 
away at one ſtool ſo incredible a quantity of 
worms as fifty-one in number. They were of the 
teres kind, and the apothecary at the hoſpital has 


informed me they were molt of them near. if not 
a full foot long. 


Page 59. Þ Ibid. p. 74 E32, 
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To this may alſo be added its influence 
over the Epilepſy, Colic, and Dyſen- 
teric Fluxes, with pains in the ſtomach; 
and inteſtines in general: all which 
diſorders have been removed by it, 
aſter having reſiſted other very power- 
ful remedies. | 


If a purgative medicine be not joined 


with it, yet will Calomel often purge, 
by means of the acid reſiding in it 


ſimulating the inteſtinal tube. But if, 


neither by its own virtue, not by any 
adventitious aſſiſtance it happens not 
to purge, it then 1s often found to prove 
diuretic. By this quality 1t operates 
ſo powerfully in reducing hydropic 
ſwellings, as obſerved in the caſes be- 
fore recited.* And to the ſame pro- 


perty it is, that we are indebted for its 


reat influence over obſtructions, and 


indurations of the Liver. 


Calomel 


* Page 66. f Page 118. 
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Calomel being carried out of the 
body neither by ſtool, nor urine is of- 
ten known to operate upon the ſecre- 
tory organs of perſpiration, eſpecially 
if directed by the conjunction of a dia- 
phoretic medicine. Hence it often 
proves of the greateſt ſervice in the itch, 
leproſy, venereal eruptions, and molt: 
cutaneous diſeaſes; as well as old 
pains,* and all complaints proceeding 
from an obſtructed perſpiration. 


Its next objects are the ſalivary glands, 
where it effects a conſtant ſpitting, 
which increaſes as you continue the 
uſe of the medicine. By this effect of 
mercury the greateſt benefits have been 
received in diſorders thought otherwiſe 
incurable. The venereal virus, in- 
vincible by all other attacks, is obliged 
to ſubmit to its ſuperior force; and 

C c even 


* Dr. Fothergill mentions his great ſucceſs 
with ſmall doſes of Calomel in the ſciatica.— Me- 
dical obſervations and inquiries vol. 4, p. 69. 


. 
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even excreſſcences of the bones them- 
ſelves have been often reduced by it. 


That this train of reaſoning 1s juſt we 
are aſſured by our never failing guide 
well eſtabliſhed experience. For when 
mercury, or its preparations have pro- 
ceeded to, and made conſiderable pro- 


5 greſs in, its fourth ſtage of action the 


ſalivary glands, yet may their violence 
commonly be moderated, or even en- 
tirely reſtrained, by promoting any of 


the other ſecretions, as by ſtool, urine, 


or ſweat. 
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Whether Calomel afts upon the Sohds 
or F. luids. 


OCTOR Cullen, who thinks that 
mercury acts upon the ſolids ra- 
ther than upon the fluids, in the man- 
ner formerly ſuppoſed, ſays, that all 
the effects of mercury may be explained 
by looking upon it as a ſtimulant. 


Its operation upon the various organs 
of ſecretion, in the manner I have 
mentioned, he accounts for upon this 
principle, and as other arguments for 
its acting in this manner adds That it 
never acts but in an acrid condition, 
diſcoverable by its metallic cupreous 
taſte in the mouth: That a ſalivation 
can be excited by its external applica- 
Cc 2 tion 
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to the ſalivary glands :---That its effects 
are always accompanied with ſome de- 
gree of Fever and inflammation :------ 
That its effects in ulcers are plainly de- 
rived from its ſtimulant powers pro- 
ducing that degree of inflammation ne- 
ceſſary to the being of good pus And 
that it produces theſe effects much bet- 
ter by external. than internal exhibition. 

In proportion he ſays as theſe proofs 
of the ſtimulant power of mercury are 
convincing they weaken all others that 
may be alledged for any other method 
of action.* 


Boerhaave, and other advocates for 


the action of mercury upon the fluids 


ſay, that the fœtor of the ſaliva, the 


tumid flaccid gums, and the blood 


ready to flow out of them, all prove a 
KPH e in the mercury. And 


4 Cullen's lectures on the materia medica, p. 450. 
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experience ſhews that mercury is hurt- 
ful in the ſcurvy. 


In anſwer to this Doctor Cullen fays, 
its effects in the ſcurvy may be from its 
irritation and ſtimulus, and all other 
ſtimulants have the ſame effect in ag- 
gravating the ſcurvy. He imagines 
therefore that it has this effect, only 
when accumulated in large quantities 
in the ſalivary glands, by which it ſti- 
mulates, ert, occaſions a greater flux 
through them; but that it does not, by 
inducing a diſſolution, occaſion the 
blood to diſcharge itſelf by this outlet.“ 


As to the fœtor of the ſaliva, he fays 
it can be produced without mercury; 
and that there is no inſtance of an in- 
creaſed ſecretion being kept up for any 

length 


* The Doctor adds that he imagines the ſaliral 
glands only to be affected by the mercury, and 
not the other parts of thebody. — Cullen's lectures, 


page 448. 
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length of time without the ſame ſymp- 
toms occurring.“ 


In a ſalivation he ſays the blood is as 
ſtrong as at another time, is attended 
with inflammation, and has a cruſt on 
it, which may indeed be ſaid of the 
ſcurvy, but then if we examine it, it 
appears denſer than in that diſeaſe. 
And after the operation of mercury 1s 
over, he ſays, no taint appears in the 
blood, but on the contrary the perſon. 
is in better health than before. 


From theſe arguments Doctor cullen 
ſays he would conclude (but not with 
certainty, that mercury acts neither by 
mechanic, nor ſeptic powers. In the 
ordinary doſe however he ſays it never 

can 


* This accounts he ſays for the other effects in 
the mouth, which ariſe evidently from the putrid 
faliva; for no one inſtance is alledged of a ſcor- 
butic putrefactive taint taking place in any other 
part of the ſyſtem. —Cullen's lectures p. 449. 
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can have that effect, at leaſt taken in- 
wardly : but that all its effects may be 


explained by its acting as a ſtimulant.“ 


Doctor Cullen allows that mercury is 


more particularly, and naturally deter- 


mined to go by the ſalivary glands, than 
any other acrid acting by a common 
ſtimulus. Thoſe he ſays who would 
account for this by the mechanical 


power ſay, that the ponderous particles 


of mercury, being heavier than the 


blood, keep the axis of the canal in 


their paſſage through the arteries, and 


that paſſing more in a direct line by the 


aorta aſcendens, than by the aorta de- 
ſcendens, they are therefore of courſe 
neceſſarily propelled more to the head, 
than to the other parts of the body. 


This hypotheſis the Doctor ſays is 
not ſupported by anatomy, on account 
of the curvature of the aorta aſcendens 

before 


* Ibidem and page 450. 
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2 before it gives off the carotid arteries, : 
Ga ſo that the heavier molecules muſt be 3 
il reflected into this curvature, and con- 
=: ſequently the reaſoning muſt be 

1 groundleſs that is built upon the con- 
| trary ſuppoſition.“ 3 

3 | x] 


wil Another ſuppoſition he ſays is, that 
| mercury breaks down the blood to the 
| ſize which fits it for paſling off by the 
MN ſalivary glands; but that this 1s very 
1 difficult to ſuppoſe, and entirely hypo- 
thetical. He thinks we may much ra- 
ther ſay, that mercury goes chiefly | to 
the ſalivary glands from a certain at- 
traction to the liquor of thoſe gland, 
in the ſame manner as neutrals, by an | 
alliance to the watery parts of the 
blood, are concentrated in the kidnies.+ 


Although I am inclined to think with 
Doctor Cullen that mercury (eſpecially 


in 


E Cullen's leQures, page 4 "At 


T Ibid, page 451; 
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in the ſhape of Calomel) produces its 


ſurprizing effects by acting as a ſtimu- 
lant; yet that the texture of the blood 
is, in conſequence of mercury taken, 
broke down to the ſize which fits it to 


paſs off by the ſalivary glands 1s not en- 
tirely hypothetical, I am convinced by 


the following unfortunate caſe. 


A woman of about thirty coming un- 


der my care for a gutta ſerena I gave 


her Calomel; but was ſoon obliged to 


deſiſt from its uſe, upon finding that her 
mouth was preſently pong with the 


{malleſt doſes. 


She afterwards was under the direc: 
tion of another phyſician, who, being 


ignorant of the obſervation I had made, 
adminiſtered Calomel more liberally 
than I had done: the conſequence of 


which was, that a violent falivation en- 
ſued, which could never be reſtrained, 
and the patient died under it; the 
blood, of a dilute colour, flowing with 

| Dd | the 
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the ſaliva, in the manner I have 
mentioned. 


The ſame obſervation I alſo made 
upon an old ſcorbutic female patient 


in the Glouceſter infirmary, who fell 


into a violent ſalivation upon taking a 
very {mall quantity of Calomel, but 
recovered. In the laſt caſe the blood 
came from the gums, in the firſt from 
the lungs, and ſalivary ducts, yet this 
patient had no hectic appearance, but 


ſeemed ſtrong, and healthy previous to 


the ſalivation. 


It is remarkable that Boerhaave, who 


is an advocate for mercury acting on 
the fluids, ſeems to think that it may act 


upon the ſolids alſo. For although he 
ſays that it attenuates the fluids, yet he 


affirms that it corroborates the ſolids.“ 
And 


* Boerhaave de viribug medicamentorum, p. 
141. This however is meant of the vitriolic 
ſalts of mercury, as Calomel, and corroſive ſubli- 
mate given in ſmall quantities only. 
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And Dog or Cullen, notwithſtanding 
he ſays, that all the effects of mercury 
may be explained by its ſtimulating 


power over the ſolids, yet modeſtly 


declines pronouncing abſolutely, that it 
does not act pen the fluids. 


Boerhaave ſays that dreadful purg- 


ings, and ſalivations have been occa- 


ſioned by corroſive ſublimate.* And 


the ingenious, and accurate Doctor 


Wall of Worceſter, whoſe extenſive 
practice leads him to the knowledge of 
many uncommon caſes with regard to 
diſeaſes, and the operation of medicines, 
has informed me, that he knew an in- 


ſtance where an immediate falivation 


followed taking the ſame medicine. 


From the celebrated Doctor Cullen 
we learn, that the acrid preparations of 
mercury ſtimulate the ſtomach, and in 


Dad 2 con- 


* Boerhaave de viribus medicamentorum, 
page 161. 
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conſequence of that perhaps the whole 
ſyſtem by conſent.“ In the caſe men- 
tioned by Doctor Wall the operation of 
the corroſive ſublimate upon the ſali- 
vary glands was ſo ſudden, that it muſt 
certainly act upon the ſtomach only, 
and from ſympathy upon the ſalivary 
glands. And to the ſame cauſe I ima- 
gine we may attribute the ſalivating 
efficacy of Calomel when given in ſmall 
doſes to one perſon, Whilſt another 
| ſhall take ten times the quantity with- 
out any: ſuch effect being proguend: 


) . % 94 
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5 * Cullen's GRAY page 448. 
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CONCLUSION. 


Tar mercury and its nn 
do not act upon the fluids, in the 
manner formerly ſuppoſed, is I think 


ſufficiently evident from modern ob- 
ſervations, and experiments. And that 
they do not act upon the ſolids only, 
as ſtimulants, does not appear to be 
fully demonſtrated. An abſolute de- 


termination of this point is undoubt- 
edly of very conſiderable conſequence 


in practice, and therefore much to be 
deſired. But until that event happens, 


we muſt have recourſe to experience 
for direction in the uſe of this powerful 
mineral, and thence learn how far, by 
a prudent adminiſtration, we may de- 


pend upon it as ſerviceable to mankind. 
. Its 
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This I have attempted in one of its 
preparations, Calomel, by ſhewing 
what ſucceſs I have had with it in a va- 
riety of obſtinate diſorders; and have 
endeavoured to prove that, unleſs 1t 1s 
given in an imprudent manner, its uſe 
will not be attended with any bad con- 
lequences. How far I have ſucceeded 
in my deſign muſt be left to others to 


determine. All I can fay farther upon 


the occaſion is, that, in deſcribing the 


caſes recited, I have been directed by 
the rules of truth, and juſtice. And if 


I have given a miſrepreſentation of any 


of them, or drawn any falſe conclu- 


ſions, I ſhall be glad to have my errors 
pointed out, and IO them. 
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Obſervations on the nature, cauſes, and cure of 


The modern theory, and practice of . cd 


Miſtakes frequently happening in ſearching for quota- 
tions, occaſions the following lift of authors, from 
whoſe works extracts are taken in the preceding 


eſſays ; 


OHANNIS Friend, M. D. opera omnia medica 
J folio, — — — — — 1733 
A ſermon preached at the aniverſary meeting of the 
infirmary at Saliſbury, * James Stonchouſe, 
M. D. octavo. — — — — 1771. 
Jacobi Boꝑtii de medicing - indorum, libri 4, ad 
finem Proſper: Alpini operum tom. 4, quarto. 1745 
An eſſay on diſeaſes incidental to Europeans in 


hot climates, by James Lind, 3 to Haſ- 

lar hoſpital, octavo. — — — 1768 
Amænitates academicæ, Caroli Lindzet vol. 5, 8vo. 1760 
Thomæ Sydenham, M. D. opera univerſa, ofttavo _ 

editio tertia, — — — — — 1705 
Friderici Hoffmanni, opera omnia in ſex tomos 

diſtributa, folio, — — — — 1740 
An eſſay upon the effects of camphire, and calome! 

in continual fevers, octavo.— — — 1771 


Sanctorius de medicina ſtatica, 12mo, — — 170 


nervous, hypochondriac, or hyſteric diſorders, 
by Robert Whytt, M. D. octavo. 


Aphoriſmi de cognoſcendis et curandis marks ab 
Hermanno. Boerhaave, 12 mo. — — 1737 
The ſame with Vanſweiten's comment tranſlated 
in octavo, 14 volumes. 
Pharmacopzia extemporanea, per Tho. Fuller, 
M. D. 12mo, — — — —̃— — 1708 
Thome Willis, M. D. opera omnia, quarto. — 1782 


Browne Langriſh, octavo. — — 1735 
An eſſay on the dropſy, and its Ae ſpecies, 

by Donald Monro, M. D. gd. edition. — 1765 
The bathes of bathes ayde, 8 John Jones, 4to. 1572 
Tho, Guidotti de thermis britannicis tractatus, 4to. 1681 
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Bath memoirs, or obſervations in three and fort 
years practice at Bath, by Rob. Pierce, M. D. 8vo, 
Proſperi Alpini medicina Ægyptiorum, quarto. 
An eſſay on the nature, cauſe, and cure of a diſ- 
eaſe incident to the liver, by John Crawford, 


late ſurgeon of the Earl of Middleſex Eaſt- India- 


man, octa vo. — — — . 
A diſcourſe of naturall bathes, and minerall waters, 

by Edward Jorden, M. D. quarto. ͤ— — 
A practical diſſertation on Bath waters, by Wm. 

Oliver, M. D. imo — — — . 
Medical tranſactions, vol. 2d. octavo. — — 
An eſſay on the medicinal waters of Bath, and Briſ- 
tol, by John Wynter, M. B. 2d. edition. — 
Jo. Jac, mangeti bibliotheca medico praftica in 


An eſſay on waters in three parts by C. Lucas, 8 vo. 


tom. 5, folio, — — — — — 
Pathological inquiries and obſervations in ſurgery 
by Richard Browne Cheſton, quarto. — 


Jo. Baptiſtæ Morgagni de ſedibus et cauſis morbo- 
rum tomi duo, folio. — 8 5 


— 


The works of Doctor Thomas Sydenham, made 


Engliſh by John Swan, M. D. octavo. — 


Cælii Aureliani de morbis acutis et chronicis, 


libri 8, quarto. — —— — — ET 


A new method of chemiſtry tranſlated from Doctor 


Boerhaave's elementa chemiæ by Peter Shaw, 
M. D. 2d. edition, 2 volumes, quarto. — 


Medical obſervations and inquiries, vol. Ath. 8vo. 


Lectures on the materia, medica as delivered by 
William Cullen, M. D. quarto.— — 
Boerhaave de viribus medicamentorum 12mo. 
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